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A CHURCH EXPERIMENT IN MASS 
EDUCATION 


Hucn W. Husparp 


In five years over 20,000 
illiterates have been enrolled in 
evening classes; over 5,000 of 
these graduated. During this 
period the church membership has 
been increased by about 1,300, or 
50 per cent. This is the brief rec- 
ord of an experiment conducted 
by the Paotingfu station of the 
American Board to combat illit- 
eraty in its evangelistic field. 


The Need 


Before this literacy campaign 
was started there was a deep need 
telt by the leaders in the Chris- 
tian Church for some means of 
awakening the life of its own 
membership, and also of some proj- 
ect whereby the Christian Church 
might do more to meet the funda- 
mental needs of Chinese society as 
a Whole, These needs were brought 
to a focus in conversations with 
evangelists, who felt that the 
Christians, largely illiterate, were 
not growing in the Christian life, 
that they were not being adequate- 
ly guided in their Christian life, 
and had few ways of expressing 
their Christian life. Also was it 
felt that our proud claim of being 
the saviors of China was hardly 
justified unless in more practical 
ways we could lead in the, recon- 
struction of Chinese society along 
the lines of the Kingdom of God. 
In other words, the Gospel of Love 
must be expressed in terms of the 


deepest needs of the individual 


church member and his com- 
munity. 


The Tools 


It was at this time that there 
came to our attention the plan de- 
vised by Dr. James Yen and his 
associates of educating the illit- 
erate farmer. The thousand 
character system was the means 
of giving the common Chinese 
what Dr. Yen calls “the maximum 
of practical vocabulary, within a 
minimum of time at a minimum 
cost. In other words, Dr. Yen 
had found a simple means of re- 
moving the difficulties which lie in 
the way of 85 per cent. of the 
Chinese population learning how 
to read and write. We decided to 
try Dr. Yen's thousand character 
system through our evangelistic 
staff of about thirty men and 
women in the fourteen counties 
where we had organized work. 


Beginnings 


We started by picking out a 
group of villages in which our 
evangelists had contacts, usually 
a group of Christians or perhaps 
non-Christian friends. The usual 
program was something like this: 
Our evangelist first interviewed a 
few key men, sometimes not more 
than one, upon whom it was 
absolutély necessary to depend in 
the carrying out of a literacy 
campaign in that village. To 
these key men the idea of teaching 
illiterates to read and write must 
first be “sold” as a worth-while 
Christian and patriotic piece of 


work. Having gained the con- 
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fidence and approval of the key 


men, it was found necessary to 


have a meeting of some kind in a 
chapel or in the village school or 
sometimes in a temple or public 
square. The subject of this meet- 
ing was mass education. Usually 
there were one or more speeches 
in which the evils of illiteracy were 
graphically pointed out to the 
crowd by means of posters or 
stories of various kinds. Refer- 
ence was made to the fact that 
China is now a republic, supposed 
to be governed by the people. Who 
are these people? Surely those who 
stood before the speaker were part 
of the people of China? The crowd 
were asked whether they had 
elected their present Governor or 
president? Whether they had de- 
cided upon the present taxes; 
whether it was their desire to 
conduct the present civil war; to 
send soldiers, carts, provisions 
and money to kill off their 
brethren, and so on. Of course, 
the village crowd is thoroughly 
tired of taxation and sick of war, 
and the answers were always in 
the negative. “Why then” the 
speaker would ask, “do we not 
have democracy? Why do we 
suffer all these evils? Is not 
some kind of education necessary 
before China can truly become a 
republic?” After some talk of 
this kind, the crowd would be 
asked: “How many of you know 
how to read and write?” Per- 
haps one or two out of ten would 
hold up their hands. “How many 
would like to know how to read 
and write?” All would hold up 
their hands. “Why don’t you 
learn?” The answers would be: 
“I have no time; I have to work 
in the fields to support my family.” 
Or: “I have no money; it costs 
money to go to school.” The 
speaker would then say: “We 
have now a way of teaching you 
how to read and write without 
taking any of your time away 
from your farm work, by using 
the long winter evénings when you 
can’t work in the fields and when 
vou can’t go to market. We will 
organize evening classes and we 
won’t charge you any tuition. 


We will find a volunteer teacher. 
All it will cost you will be the 
price of this little textbook —five 
cents a month. Each day you 
learn ten characters: in one month 


you will learn at least 250 char- 


acters, and in four months you 
can read and write one thousand 
characters. Then you can read 
these little books on how to raise 
pigs; how to raise chickens; how 
to select your seed; how to pre- 
vent disease. You can subscribe 
to this little paper called “The 
Farmer,“ which costs only 15 
cents a year and will bring you 
the news every ten days about 
what goes on in this country; what 
is happening in the rest of the 
world; which will help you in 
your farming methods; will tell 
you about the history of China; 
teach you new songs, new games, 
and help vou in many other ways. 
You will become a “literate citizen” 
instead of a blind man.” 


With such arguments the pos- 
sibilities of the thousand charac- 
ters are laid before the village 
crowd. One more objection has 
sometimes to be met. Someone 
says: “I am afraid I cannot learn.” 
Then a little demonstration will 
clinch the matter. The thousand 
character textbook is opened at 
the first lesson and, using the 
methods advocated in the preface, 
the first ten characters are taught 
to any individual in the crowd. 
In the course of fifteen or twenty 
minutes not only this individual 
but usually a large part of the 
crowd, especially with the help of 
a blackboard, may be taught to 
read these first ten characters, and 
the crowd is thoroughly convinced 
that education is not such a ter- 
ribly difficult affair as they had 
imagined. 


Organizing the Classes 


Having convinced the crowd, the 
next thing to do is to organize the 
class. The main responsibility 
must be put upon a very few key 
men whom we usually call the 
Directors. Then a teacher must 
be found; sometimes he can be 
found right in the crowd; some 


— 


=) 


literate man in the village who 
has enough public spirit to devote 
an hour each evening to the 
teaching of his unlettered neigh- 
bors. Sometimes the village 
school teacher can be persuaded to 
add an evening class to his daily 
duties. Often one of our Chris- 
tians can be persuaded to take up 
this duty. In any case, the teacher 
is appealed to on patriotic lines, 
and in almost every village some 
man or group of men can be per- 
suaded to be responsible for the 
teaching. 


A schoolroom must be found 
somewhere, and this is frequently 
the village chapel or school, but 
in some cases a temple has been 
used, and not seldom has some 
well-to-do villager set aside a 
room or two in his home for the 
class room. The most suitable 
place, of course, is the village 
school. There blackboards, desks 
and benches are already at hand 
without further search. If this 
equipment is lacking it must in 
some way be provided and assem- 
bled by the Directors of the 
school. It is also desirable for 
the students to have slates and 
slate pencils if possible. 


The textbooks must be pur- 
chased ultimately by the students, 
but it is necessary to make them 
available either through the 
evangelist or chapel or a book- 
store at some near-by center. We 
have not insisted upon any 


particular set of textbooks, and 
have used the Y.M.C.A. thousand 
characters; the Commercial Press 
set; the set issued by the Chung 
Hwa Shu Chu; the Shih Chih Shu 
— and also the Farmers' text- 


issued by the National 
Association of the Mass Educa- 
tion movement. Any of these 
sets can be used, but in the 
experience of our Paotingfu 
teachers the Y.M.C.A. set has 


proven the simplest and most 


teachable of any. 


One question of finance will be 
raised by the village crowd, if we 
do not raise it ourselves. Some- 
one will say: “How about light 
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and heat for these classes in the 
winter evenings? Someone must 
pay for that.“ We reply that the 
church has been able to raise a 
little money to help along these 
lines. To each class which will 
organize with at least 20 students, 
we will give $2 at the beginning 
of the course; and if the class is 
faithfully carried through the four 
months, an additional $4 is given 
at the completion of the course, 
making a total of $6 help from the 
church to each class. 


Age of Students 


The recruiting of students and 
getting them to attend faithfully, 
as has been intimated above, must 
be the responsibility of the local 
group of school directors. We 
advise not taking students below 
10 years of age, as these should 
be in the village school; but we 
will take anyone up to 100 years 
of age. As a matter of fact, how- 
ever, the great bulk of our 
students are in their teens and 
twenties. 


Having provided for all these 
main points, we may leave the 
village with the hope that a class 
of illiterates is fairly launched 
on the course of study which will 
carry them through the thousand 
characters. However, a visit 
from the evangelist within a few 
days is desirable for the purpose 
of checking up on the situation 
and helping out in any difficulties 
which may arise. 


Igspirational Coo fer ence 


Our Paotingfu group was very 
fortunate in obtaining, soon after 
the beginning of its mass educa- 
tion work, the personal services of 
Dr. James Yen and his colleague, 
Dr. Paul Fugh. These two men 
came to Paotingfu in person and 
gave us two days of conference on 
the aims and methods of mass 
education. Not only did the Pao- 
tingfu group of evangelists gain 
a much clearer idea of the mean- 
ing and methods of this work, but 
left the conference with great 
enthusiasm, which. was largely 
inspired by the spirit of these 


two leaders.. In the few months 
that followed, over 250 classes 
were organized by these evange- 
lists, and more than 5,500 students 
were enrolled in these classes. As 
a result. 1,050 former illiterates 
were graduated and granted 
diplomas in the thousand charac- 
ters at the close of the first 
Winter's campaign. 
111 

A great deal of attention must 
be given to the teachers of 
individual classes, as the success 
or failure of a class is largely 
dependent upon the faithfulness 
and the ability of its teacher. 
Our evangelists endeavor to 
maintain close personal touch 
with these teachers, encouraging 
them and helping them in every 
way possible. At the outset each 
teacher was advised to follow the 
excellent methods which are sug- 
gested in the preface of the 
V. M. C. A. set of textbooks. 
Furthermore, booklets on teaching 
methods issued by the Association 
Press were often placed in the 
hands of the teachers to aid them 
in their work. 


As an inducement to faithful 
work, each teacher who could 
carry through the course and 
graduate at least ten students 
was awarded a special certificate. 
These were purchased from the 
National Association of the Mass 
Education Movement. 


It is highly desirable that re- 
gional institutes should be held for 
the teachers of these thousand 
character classes, so that they 
might get acquainted, discuss 
their problems and gain mutual 
inspiration for their work. How- 
ever, only one such institute was 
found practicable. 


Our evangelists visited the 
classes in their district from time 
to time, and usually talked to the 
students on some subject close to 
their village life, or taught them a 
song or two; sometimes on the sub- 
ject of mass education, or some- 
times from the Church Hymn 
Book. Games were also taught by 


those evangelists who had any 
ability along that line. The 
evangelists generally carried with 
them some representative ‘itera- 
ture prepared on the basis of the 
thousand characters. Some of 
this literature, for instance, was 
the “People’s Library“ published 
by the National Association: and 
some of the advanced textbooks 
put out by the Association Press. 
Especially were the students urged 
to subscribe to “The Farmer,” a 
periodical which was mentioned 
above and which is published by 
the National Association for the 
rural population. 


. The Paotingfu station had orig- 
inally made no provision in its 
budget for such a wide campaign 
in this work, and it was necessary 
to raise special funds to finance 
the first year’s program. It was 
found that the average cost to the 
church per student was about 25 


cents, and the first year’s total 


cost was nearly $1,400. After the 
first year, however, the value of 
the work was so proven that this 
item was put into the regular 
annual budget, some of it being 
raised by a special appeal for 
funds, and some by a reduction of 
the number of village primary 


schools formerly conducted by the 
church. 


Besides the $6 help for light 
and heat to each class, other ex- 
penses were, the cost of diplomas 
at 2 cents for each graduate, and 
teachers’ certificates at 2 tents 
each.for those qualified: a sub- 
scription to the Ping Min monthly 
published by the Methodist Pub- 
lishing House and given to each 
thousand character class: and the 
cost of conducting graduation ex- 
ercises for each district. 


Textbooks 


So far as we know there are at 
least thirteen different sets of text- 
books for instruction, and as many 
different lists of so-called “thou- 
sand characters.” These thousand 
characters vary from less than a 
thousand to about 1,400. In the 
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Paotingfu area, while insisting on 
no one set, there were only five 
or six different sets experimented 
with. Of these, the Y.M.C.A. set 
was found the most useful. At 
present, however, the National 
Association is putting out of Farm- 
ers’ set of a thousand character 
textbooks which has already been 
revised four times and which will 
doubtless prove to be one of the 
most practical and teachable sets 
available. 


The students were in all cases 
asked to pay for their own text- 
books, as it was felt that this was 
within their reach financially and 
that they would appreciate their 
learning more if it cost them 
something in hard cash. 


Time of Year 


As soon as the fall crops are 
off the ground our evangelists go 
out each year to organize classes 
throughout their districts and 
these classes should be well under 
way by the end of November in 
North China. It is found that if 
they start too late they cannot 
finish in the spring time before 
the farmers are busy in the fields, 
and this results in a dropping out 
of students. If possible two 
months or more of instruction 
should be given before the Chinese 
New Year, at which time a recess 
is usually declared for about ten 
days. 

Our experience has taught us 
not to rely upon the teachers them- 
selves for examinations. These 
men are naturally anxious to make 
as good showing as possible and 
are very lenient towards their own 
students. We insist that the 
evangelist himself shail examine 
all the classes in his district. These 
examinations are divided into two 
parts: First, the recognition and 
explanation of characters; and 
second, the writing of characters. 
We consider that 80 per cent is 
a passing mark in each line. This 
means that a student who is ex- 


amined on 50 characters must be 
able to read and explain 40 of 


these; likewise for writing. Our 
rule is that students must be ex- 
amined on a selection of at least 
20 characters, which number is 
perhaps too low, but there is a 
limit to the time of our men, and 
and some of them sometimes have 
to conduct examinations for a 
thousand or more students. 


Graduation Exercises 


We try to make a good deal of 
graduation. If possible we hold 
one “Commencement” for a whole 
county or hsien. If this is not 
possible, then the hsien is divided 
up into districts with a radius of 
perhaps not more than 10 miles, 
so that the students can come in 
to Commencement and get back 
home on the same day. The lhsien 
official, Commissioner of Education 
and leading educators and gentry 
are usually invited and often at- 
tend. One of these prominent 
men is asked to hand out the di- 
plomas which have been prepared 
in advance, having been purchased 
from the National Association. 
There are the usual speeches, pref- 
erably by prominent officials or 
visitors. Sometimes there is con- 
ducted a contest similar to the old- 
fashioned “spelling match“ when 
representatives of each class 
compete in recognizing characters 
written on a blackboard, or in the 
writing of characters chosen from 
their textbooks. There is often a 
parade by the students and 
graduates, with flags and songs 
and other devices for attracting 
attention. The most impressive 
part of the ceremony is always 
the distribution of diplomas when 
the graduates, boys and girls, men 
and women, come forward one by 
one to receive their diploma of 
“literate citizen,“ which they carry 
home to prize as much as a 
college graduate prizes his sheep- 
skin. At th graduation exer- 
cises a special effort is made to 
induce all graduates to subscribe 
to “The Farmer” magazine, and 
to buy other literature which they 
are now able to read. An effort 
is also made to organize gra‘luates 
into “graduates’ clubs’ who will 


stantly for 


pass around literature and occas- 
ionally meet for the purpose of 
keeping up their reading. 


Advanced Classes 


After the first year’s work we 
found that we had a considerable 
body of students who had tom- 
pleted the thousand characters 
and wished to continue in some 
advanced work. We organized in 
much the same way as the primary 
classes and often in connection 
with a primary class. However, 


if the advanced class was organ- . 


ized by itself, we granted them our 
financial help if there were ten or 
more in the group studying the 
advanced textbook. 


Unfortunately there is little 
choice in the matter of textbooks 
for graduates of a thousand char- 
acters. Almost the only ones are 
the Y.M.C.A. textbooks on letter- 
writing, hygiene, geography and 
history. These we used fer the 
second year’s course. After the 
second year we usually have to fall 
back on some of the general 
literature prepared on the basis of 
a thousand characters. In some 
cases the teacher taught the use of 
the abacus and simple arithmetic 
to the advanced class. 


The National Movement 


Our Paotingfu literacy work 
owes a great debt of gratitude to 
Dr. James Yen and his colleagues 
in the National Association of the 
Mass Education Movement, whose 
headquarters are at 22 Shih-fu- 
ma-ta-chieh, Peiping. We are, of 
course, indebted to them for the 
whole method and idea of teach- 
ing the thousand characters. We 
owe to them much of the inspira- 
tion with which we started out on 
this work, and throughout these 
years have turned to them con- 
advice and even 
supervision in this phase of our 
work. The National Association 
is at present conducting intensive 
experiments at Tinghsien, not far 
from Paotingfu, and are in the 
process of working out a solution 
to the question: What shall be 
the content of mass education? 
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Having acquired the thousand 
characters, how shall we lead the 
farmer on to intelligent and 
effective citizenship and to a trans- 
formation of his whole economie 
lite?“ We expect to receive from 
the Mass Education Movement 
great assistance in the near future 
along the line of advanced text- 
books; projects for agricultural 
improvement; health projects; 
simple industries, and recreation 
for the farmer. These are being 
worked out in the laboratory of 
the average village in the heart of 
Hopei province. 


Religious Teaching 


During the first year’s cam- 
paign no clearly defined policy was 
decided upon with regard to 
Christian teaching in our thousand 
character classes, and often when 
the teacher was a Christian there 
was mixed with the thousand 
characters some Bible stories or 
or Christlan hymns. However, 
this whole subject was discussed 
at length on the basis of our first 
year’s experience, and it was de- 
cided that it would be best, 
because of our cooperation with 
the village and county officials, and 
in many cases with the non- 
Christian village school, to omit 
religious teaching from the lesson 
hour. Where the class was held 
in our chapel it was often found 
possible to have Bible stories 
and hymns come in after the 
lesson hour. On the basis of 
this policy we were able to carry 
out a wider campaign and obtain 
many more contacts with non- 
Christians and with local leaders 
than if we had followed a policy of 
combining religious teaching with 
the thousand characters. In some 
cases, however, we conducted what 


was known as a Christian train- 


ing class where we taught the 
thousand characters as part of our 


training for church membership. 


‘Needless to say our friendships 
and contacts with thousands of 
students and hundreds of teach- 
ers, as well as other leaders, 
resulted in interesting many in 
the Church and in Christianity, 


and a large proportion of our re- 
cent additions to church member- 
ship have been brought in through 
our contacts in this literacy work. 


Difficulties and Failures 


One of our chief problems has 
been to find well-qualified teachers 
in country villages who would 
carry the work through to the 
completion of the course. We had 
to use local material, and this was 
of all kinds, good, bad and 
indifferent. Sometimes we found 
that the most highly educated 
teacher obtained the poorest re- 
sults, and in one case one of the 
students themselves became a 
teacher when the man who had 
promised to take the class failed 
to keep it up.. This student spent 
his day in learning the lesson 
from others, and at night time 
taught it to the rest of the class 
and obtained some of the best 
results in his district. After all, 
the spirit and enthusiasm of the 
teacher is the most important 
qualification. 


During the five year period of 
which we are speaking we have 
only graduated about one-fourth 
of the students who have enrolled 
in our classes. This low percent- 
age is something to be regretted 
and is due to the low quality of 
teaching in some centers and to 
having undertaken too much in 
some districts. It has become 
necessary to put a check on our 
evangelists so that no more classes 
will be opened than can be super- 
vised. 


Along the lime of women's 
classes there has been altogether 
too little done, and we have been 
able to enrol only a few hundred 
women each year in classes where 
several thousand men have been 
taught. This is largely due to 
conservatism among the women as 
regards education, to the small 
pumber of our women evangel- 
ists, and to the difficulty of secur- 
ing teachers for women. The 
Methodists in the Changli region, 
however, have had striking 
success with women’s classes, and 
I am told that last year they had 


more than 2,000 women enrolled, 
also that all of the large number 
of new women church members 
were brought in through the 
means of these thousand character 
classes. 


In some of our districts we have 
felt that our intensive Christian 
work has suffered because of the 
heavy duties in pushing this mass 
education work. Of late years 
we have tried to remedy that and 
not to forget the relative import- 


ance of our religious work prob- 
lem. 


Our greatest need in connection 
with all of our mass education 
work is to-day for suitable 
Christian literature for the use of 
the graduates of our classes. 
Having educated thousands in the 
thousand characters, we have al- 
most no religious literature which 
we can offer them to read. There 
is a crying need for simple text- 
books on tbe essentials of 
Christianity, and a Christian 
newspaper, to be put in the hands 
of our graduates. Such literature 
could be used in connection with 
the Sunday services of the village 
church; in connection with the 
training classes conducted every 
winter; for inquirers, and in all 
Christian homes and chapels. 


Net Results of Five Years’ Experiment 


1. Over 20,000 
classes. 


2. Over 5,000 graduated. 


3. A Christian end patriotic 
project for the Church: 


(a) Simple and practical. 
(b) Economical. 
(c) Immensely worth while. 


4. Cooperation with about 2,000 
non-Christian teachers, vill- 
age elders, officials and 
gentry. 


5. Friendly contact with 20,000 
of the best, youngest and 
most progressive element in 
villages. 


enrolled in 
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6. A type of education which 
does not compete with, but 
stimulates, Government ed- 
ucation. 


7. Acknowledged leadership of 
the Christian Church in the 
social reconstruction of this 
area. 


8. An increase in Church mem- 
bership during five years of 
about 1,300, or 50 per cent., 
largely made up of young 
literates. 


Conclusion 


The above is, then, the record of 
a five years’ experiment in trying 
to teach Chinese farmers, their 
wives and their children how to 
read and write, and to set their 
feet on the road to self-improve- 
ment. There have been failures 
in many respects, but there has 
been sufficient success to make us 
believe that any church with an 
equal amount of effort, and with 
the benefit of advanced methods, 
may hope to do even better than 
has been done in this one field. 


We are planning to carry for- 
ward this educational work for 
advanced students who are 
interested in Christianity by giv- 
ing them Christian textbooks 
especially prepared for them; by 
getting them to subscribe to the 
Ping Min monthly, a Christian 
newspaper; by producing a book 
of daily devotions which shall in- 
clude Scripture explanation and a 
simple prayer; by gradually 
developing their reading vocabu- 
lary until they can have access to 
the Bible as it now stands; and 
by bringing to them all kinds of 
helpful literature on the home, on 
citizenship, on reform, hygiene, 
farming and so forth. 


Sometimes we dream that the 

Christian churches of China, 
united and determined, might, by 
means of some such methods as 
these, lead not only in the re- 
construction of a new China, but 
also lay a foundation stone for the 
Kingdom of God. This is not only 
our dream but also our hope and 
our prayer. 


aA * 


THE FIVE YEAR MOVEMENT 


Extracts from Recent Writiegs 


The Five Year Movement is not 
a movement to supplant the China- 
for-Christ-Movement. The Five 
Year Movement is but one aspect 
of the longer-lived and more in- 
clusive whole. It is not a move- 
ment of the National Christian 
Council. It is not a movement for 
Five Years only, as the term seems 
to some to imply. The period of 
five years is set to suggest to 
Christians an immediate objective, 
a first step. It is not a movement 
for numbers alone. Yet surely it 
is not wrong to seek for an in- 
crease of Church membership. A 
most important aspect of the Five 
Year Movement is its emphasis on 
an intensive revival within the 
Christian Church itself. It is not 
a movement which has any other 
purpose than that which has been 
clearly stated, namely to develop 
the membership of the Christian 
Church both in quality and in 
in quantity. 


The Five Year Movement is a 
movement whereby, I hope, the 
Christian Church in the country 
may be purged and purified. The 
present is a very dangerous period 
in the history of the Christian 
Church in China. Lukewarm 
Christians must be stirred up; dis- 
heartened and pessimistic Chris- 
tians must be encouraged and 
made optimistic; those who once 
professed themselves followers of 
Christ, either in school life or else- 
where, but have now been led 
astray, must be led to come back 
to Him It is a movement for 
spiritual revival. Everywhere we 
go we find that very few Chris- 
tians are in dead earnest in seeking 
the development of the spiritual 
life. It is a movement for the 
furtherance of the Christian 
Church in China. The Christian 
Church has grown most rapidly in 
times of persecution or of unusual 
activity. The Five Year Move- 
ment follows immediately upon the 
anti-Christian movement and it 
may be hoped that at this critical 


time the Church will not be satis- 
fied with its present status, but 
will seek more earnestly than ever 
before to find the better way until 
the perfect stage is reached. It 
is a movement for more and better 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. Many 
Christians have heard the name of 
Jesus, but have not actually learn- 
ed to know Him. For the true 
followers of Jesus Christ, the most 
important thing of all is to know 
Him. It is a movement for actual 
practice. The value of Chris- 
tianity and of the teaching of Jesus 
Christ is not in the beautiful 
theory or the Christian Church, 
but in the practical life which 
Jesus Christ has lived. He was 
consistent in every way. 
L. D. Cio. 


“The Five Year Movement“ 
What does it mean? It means that 
many of the leaders and members 
of the Christian Church in China 
are making a forward evangelistic 
effort with a view to doubling the 
membership in the next five years. 
Further, practically all the church- 
es, even though not organically 
connected with this movement, 
sympathize with its general aim. 
That is to say, the Church in 
China, in the light of past events 
and looking into the future, thus 
definitely avows its conviction that 
this country vitally needs the 
Christian Faith. It is reasonable 
to inquire, What is there in Christ- 
lanity to warrant this position? 
What special quality and power 
has it, not possessed by the moral 
and religious systems already in 
China? The fact that the Chinese 
owe much to the teaching of their 
Sages makes it all the more neces. 
sary that an adequate answer be 
given to this question. If our 
Lord is simply another Teacher, 
with a supreme standard of 
but acting upon men in the same 
way as the Sages, then it must be 
admitted that the introduction of 
higher ideals amongst a people 
who, so far, have come short in 
their response to the teaching they 
2 possess, is open to ques- 
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To whom then, are we to look 
for an authoritative account of the 
fundamental and distinctive fea- 
tures of Christianity? e natural 
reply is, to the writers and the 
preachers of the New Testament, 
who, under the teaching and guid- 
ance of Christ and the Holy 
Spirit, originally established it. 


The essence of the Gospel, there- 
fore, is that God undertakes man’s 
salvation, both in respect of his 
guilt as a sinner and also of his 
bondage to the power of moral 
evil; this being accomplished 
through the death of Christ for 
sins and through His indwelling 
resurrection life in the believer. 
It is true that the majority of men 
are not now and never have been 
much troubled about their sins. 


Our Lord recognized this, affirm-. 


ing the need of the Holy Spirit's 
influence to convince of sin. How 
necessary then that the movement 
under consideration should be 
animated by a spirit of faith and 
of earnest prayer, both individual 
and united. Further, may all 
participating in it be moved to a 
special study of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, with a view to a fuller ap- 
prehension of their teaching and 
to renewed personal trust in and 


alleriance to Christ, as Savior and 
Lord. 


D. E. Hoste. 


Being dissatisfied with the pres- 
ent order of things. Christian 
youth are forming “fellowship” 
groups in many parts of China—a 
sort of quietistic movement arising 
outside of the Church—not as an 
outgrowth or expansion, but as a 
separation or divorce from the 
organized church. While they get 
much help through such fellowship 
with like minds, yet it is unfor- 
tunate that these groups should 
take the place of the organized 
church and that this latter should 
be deprived of the enthusiasm of 
its young people and the support 
of its future leaders. One won- 
ders, in consequence, whither the 
Christian Church in China is 
going! 


The Five Year Movement thus 
has the unusual opportunity of re- 
capturing the attention, enthus- 
lasm and loyalty of Christian 
youth in China. Let them be 
shown that there are many roads 
leading to the city of God. Every 
Christian is called to take the road 
nearest to his own convictions. 
Let the task be difficult and paths 
steep! The very difficulties will 
appeal to the youth more than 
human tongues. But above all, let 
Christian leaders whole-heartedly 
back youth with prayers, sub- 
stance and advice—when it is 
asked for. 


Why should not the Fivé Year 
Movement be, therefore, a youth 
movement in adventure, patriotism 
and the Christianization of China? 
Nenne Unless we strengthen the 
Church within it is dangerous to 
expand it without. Unless we 
take the problem of religious ed- 
ucation of our young and adult 
Christians seriously, it is futile to 
get more church members just to 
increase the dead weight of the 
rural church and make it danger- 
ously top-heavy. Let the rural 
pastor spend more time with the 
boys and girls of his parish. If he 
does not have time to look after 
everybody, then let the old people 
be less cared for, and let him put 
his main thought on the children. 
Let the pastor learn from the 
children by being like them. 


F. L. Chang. 


„If we conceive of Christianity 
as life and evangelism as a move- 
ment to lead men to a Christian 
way of living or to a more abun- 
dant life, as Jesus called it, then 
surely the economic aspect of life 
constitutes at least one part of 
evangelism. Hence the task of the 
Five Year Movement, so far as 
economic life is concerned, is two- 
fold: (1) to apply Christian 
standards of life in daily economic 
dealings; (2)-to uplift the toiling 
masses from their poverty and 
ignorance to a better and nobler 
life, both spiritual and material.” 

Gideon Chen. 


Christian schools can experi- 
ment in the use of educational 
methods to attain evangelistic 
ends. The school is, at the present 
time, in a better position to do 
this than the Church. The best 
results of such an experiment will 
help the churches in carrying out 
their five year evangelistic pro- 
gram for more and better Chris- 
tians. 


Christian schools, especially the 
colleges, universities and semina- 
ries, can contribute the necessary 
literature for religious educational 
work in the Five Year Movement. 


Christian schools can contribute 
hoth lav and professional leader- 
shin to the Church. The Five 
Year Movement, if it really wants 
to help the churches make their 
largest contribution to the people 
of China at this time of national 
reconstruction, involves something 
more than a mere evangelistic pro- 


gram. It should attempt to do 
more work among the young 
people and in the homes. The 


illiteracy in the Church must be 
eliminated. Sunday schools, Bible 
classes, study groups and clubs 
should be promoted and properly 
conducted. Industrial and rural 
experiments should be carefully 


launched and tried. All these 
projects need leaders. Can the 
schools supply them? 

C. S. Miao. 


For the past ten years the mem- 
bership of the churches in Kwang- 
tung has been decreasing. Sta- 
tistical returns are unreliable. 
There are hundreds of names on 
the membership rolls of churches 
in Canton 
who have not been in these church- 
es for years and who cannot now 
be found. There are churches all 
through Kwangtung which once 
seemed full of life and promise, 
but are now dying or dead. Some 
have completely disappeared! In 
many cases it will be difficult to 
get together even a handful of the 
old members for the purpose of 
initiating the Five Year Move- 
ds “Again, the great 


representing people 
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majority of church members dif- 


fer so little from their neighbors. 
This is becoming specially true in 


regions where idolatry is gradually 


losing its influence. With that 
distinction between Christian and 
non-Christian gone, the difference 
between them is even less evident. 
Their lives are not Christianized! 
How many pray and read their 
Bibles regularly, and meet life 
daily in a spirit of trust and 
obedience? 


Preachers of the Gospel, both 
paid and voluntary, men and 
women, are becoming fewer. There 
is less preaching of the Gospel in 
Canton today than there was ten 
years ago; and everywhere there 
is a dearth of workers. Sunday- 
school teachers are far too few. 
Only a small number of church 
members are seeking to win others 
by personal witness. Such a 
strain is put on pastors in looking 
for their salaries and the money 
necessary for office staff that they 
have no strength left to lead their 
members into service, nor the time 
or heart to wait on God for spirit- 
ual equipment. 


Students for the ministry are 
decreasing. Out of all the church- 
es and schools connected with 
the Church of Christ in China, the 
Church Missionary Society, and 
the Wesleyan Methodists in this 
whole region only one middle 
school graduate entered the Union 
1 College in September, 


Christian schools tend to lose 
eir Christian character. 


The younger generation of Chris- 
tians seems largely to have lost 
hope in the ability of the Church 
to meet the demands of (China’s) 
changing conditions.” 


This last is a quotation from the 
Shanghai (Regional) Conference, 
but it is also true of Canton. 
Thoughtful young people are being 
attracted by Christ, but are re- 
pelled by what they see of the 
Church.” 


G. H. McNeur. | 


a result of the articles in the daily 


f 


The Chinese Church needs 
special teaching along three lines. 
First, its illiterates must be ‘set 
free. Its large proportion of 
illiterate Chinese Christians con- 
stitutes a heavy drag upon any 
forward movement in and by the 
Church. Only a “reading” Church 
can either take its place in the new 
social life China now seeks, or 
rise to the implications of its 
faith. Then second, the problem 
religious education—with its wide 
ramifications—in and by the 
Church is coming to the front. 
This is the result partly of the 
prevalent objection to required re- 
ligious instruction. It is urgent, 
also, because of China’s swelling 
conglomerate of exotic seientific 
and social ideas. The these and 
the apperceptive mass of China’s 
religious background Christianity 
must be related. The Christian 
Message must also be made under- 
standable to the many minds seeth- 
ing with revolutionary ideas. All 
this calls for an improvement in 
teaching as well as an increase in 
preaching. The former is over- 
whelmingly urgent in relation to 
the religious needs of youth and 


children. The Chinese Church is 
overcharged with adult psy- 
chology! Finally, Chinese Chris- 


tians urgently need instruction in 
the stewardship of their lives and 
possessions in service to and 
through their faith. The Church 
must, therefore, teach more and 
better without (perhaps!) preach- 
ing less. To this end improve- 
ment of the seriously decreased 
number of Sunday schools is urg- 
ently demanded. 
F. Rawlinson. 


THE FUTURE OF NEWSPAPER 
EVANGELISM IN JAPAN 


(From the Japan Christian Quarterly) 
W. H. Murray WALTON 


Since the Newspaner Work was 
started about fifteen years ago by 
Mr. Pieters, in Oita, over 100,000, 
people have applied for further 
information about Christianity as 


papers. Limited finances alone 
have prevented this total from 
being very much higher than it 
is. The average number of ap- 
plications from a single article in 
one of the central papers is about 
one hundred, though on occasions 
this has mounted as high as four 
times that number. What is even 
more striking is that the rate 
shows but little sign of falling off; 
indeed reports on‘all hands show 
that the articles read by many 
more who do not commit them- 
selves by actually applying for 
literature. 


Now facts such as the above 
show there is a demand for such 
articles. Two of the central 
papers and some of the country 
ones in recognition of this have 
already started religious columns 
as a regular feature, and we have 
heard of at least two more central 
papers which want to do the same 
but do not know where to turn. 
When some years ago we inter- 
viewed the head of one of the two 
biggest newspaper concerns in 
Japan what impressed him, and 
ultimately secured the present 
favourable terms which we enjoy, 
was the size of the response to 
the articles that had already ap- 
peared in his papers. He lookea 
on them from a business stand- 
point and saw that they were good 
‘copy.’ 


This fact is of decisive import- 
ance to the Newspaper Evangelist. 
It means that whereas in the past 
he has, as it were, been the sup- 
plicant, trying to get the best 
advertising rates that he could; 
in future he is going to become 
master, deciding on what terms 
he will give to the newspapers 
the articles that they demand. 


But in order to reach a goal 
certain preliminary steps are nec- 
essary, and it is these which are 
the subject of the greater part 
of the present article. 


In the first place, the newspaper 
evangelist must take care that the 
articles which appear in the press 
are of the very best quality: only. 


There is no doubt that much 
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second-rate matter has appeared 
in the past. Any article will evoke 
a response because of the longing 
in the human breast. But it stands 
to reason that the better article, 
the more popular its style, the 
more sympathetic its appeal, and, 
we add, the more wisely and defi- 
nitely Christian its character, the 
bigger will be the response, and 
the more serious will be the 
character of those who apply; and, 
incidentally, the more favorable 
will be the attitude of the news- 


paper propietor. 


In the second place the nature 
of the work, its possibilities, its 
refusal to be tied down to geograph- 
ical limits and the size of the 
Japanese press, (there are nearly 
three hundred daily papers) mean 
that the work is essentially one 
which must be cooperative in 
character. The press is far more 
concerned with the Christian 
Movement in general than with 
the activities of a single demonina- 
tion, numbering maybe but a few 
thousand. If negotiations with the 
newspapers are to be conducted 
with any hope of success, it must 
be made clear to them that the 
negotiations stand for the Chris- 
tian Church as a whole, or at 
all events with the Reformed part 
of it....Our own experience has 
proved beyond a shadow of doubt 
the essentiality of cooperation 
with the organized church. It 
stands to reason that if a news- 
paper evangelist has behind him 
the whole-hearted support of that 
body to which he belongs, he will, 
for example, be able to secure* the 
cooperation of the local clergy in 
the visiting of promising inquirers 
and the linking on of them to the 
local church. He will have their 
help in providing material for 
special occasions, such as a local 
festival, which requires a message 
in the press from the man on the 
spot. He, in turn, will be able to 
cooperate with them when they 
are having their own local 
missions. 

In short, the work demands on 
the one hand the closest coopera- 
tion between the different church- 
es, and on the other a genuine 


loyalty to that branch of the 
Church of Christ to which the 
Newspaper Evangelist belongs. 
How to achieve this is one of the 
dificult problems which our pre- 
sent divisions cause. 


At present the Newspaper work 
in Japan is carried on in different 
centers, by denominational offices. 
Tokyo for example, is Seikokai, 
Nagano Methodist, Kyushu Re- 
formed Church, and so on. These 
different offices are united in an 
organization called the Japan 
Christian Press Agency with Head- 
quarters in Tokyo. This Agency 
meets annually for conference, 
and by means of a magazine and 
the exchange of literature it is 
possible to keep members informed 
of one another's doings. There is 
also a tacit understanding that no 
member will trespass on another 
member's sphere, or at all events 
use the same newspaper. 


During the past year this last- 
named arrangement has been 
carried a step further in view of 
an experiment which has been 
tried in connection with an 
American patent medicine known 
as Mentholatum. The agency for 
its distribution is in the hands of 
a Christian firm, and an arrange- 
ment has been made with them by 
which every packet sold contains 
a short notice about Christianity, 
inviting the purchaser to apply 
to the offices of the Agency 
for further information. Already 
some thousands cf such applica- 
tions have bee: received. There 
requests are forwarded to the 
several district offices for their 
attention, and to this end the re- 
sponsibility for different pre- 
fectures has been divided among 
them. The branches in turn make 
use of a tract of the same title as 
the advertisement, namely ‘Heart 
Medicine,’ to introduce themselves 
to the applicant, and so the link is 
made. 


The question that is now for- 
cing itself to the front is, ought 
this principle of comity to he ex- 
tended? Nobody pretends that it 
is an ideal arrangement; but nei- 
ther are our ‘unhappy divisions’ 


ideal, and we must recognize that, 
till they are healed we cannot get 
a perfect arrangement. Once the 
principle is accepted that the 
followup work is primarily the 
duty of the churches and not of 
some non-church body, then it is 
possible to examine how far all the 
churches may cooperate in fulfill- 
ing their several missions. Again 
there is no need to duplicate the 
circulating library, or the Bible 
study courses, though this does 
not apply so readily to the corre- 
spondence course or the magazine. 


A line of possible development 
before either the central agency 
or the several branches is for them 
to offer themselves as “Service 
Bureaus” to such of the papers 
as have a religious column. Of 
course the papers might require 
the Buddhists to do the same, as 
many of the articles they insert in 
their columns are by Buddhist 
writers, but that does not concern 
us here. If such an arrangement 
were made not only would the 
Agency, or its several offices, gain 
a recognized position in the eyes 
of the Japanese press, but it would 
also solve two problems, which at 
present the newspaper author- 
ities have not solved. It would en- 
able them on the one hand to 
secure a proper handling of that 
correspondence which already 
reaches their offices as a result of 
the articles in their columns. It 
would also mean that they would 
be able to anounce to their read- 
ers where to apply for such 
further information as they may 
desire. At present, while ready to 
accept and insert free Christian 
articles by reponsible writers, 
they baulk at advertising the 
Newspaper Evangelism offices. 
Such offices would in future be- 
come part of the newspaper con- 
cern. 


All these various proposals gain 
an added importance and urgency 
in view of the Kingdon of God 
Movement which starts this year, 
and which represents a united 

ort on the part of the various 
churches, so far as they desire, to 
preach the gospel to the Japanese 
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people. But this leads on to an- 
other way in which the Newspaper 
Work may help the organized 
church. 


It is a notorious fact among 
all churches and in all parts of 
Japan, that whereas during a 
mission a large number of people 
may give in their names as desir- 
ous of instruction, yet when it 
comes to the follow-up work a Very 
small percentage materialize. 


There are three reasons for this. 
In the first place there is the in- 
ability to do so due to conditions 
of work. Regular and reasonable 
hours are not yet usual in Japan 
outside the professional classes. 
Second, the departure of the 
missioner means the severing of 
the link which is begining to bind 
the inquirer to Christ. The pastor 
who remains, however excellent he 
may be, is not the one who intro- 
duced the seeker to his Lord. In the 
third place, it is one thing to go to 
a series of special meetings which 
are well advertised and about 
which everybody is talking; it is 
another thing to identify oneself, 
while faith is still weak, with the 
little local organized Church. 


Such in brief are some of the 
new lines in front of the News- 
paper Evangelist. He is facing 
a land of ‘far distances’; for when 
one thinks what it might mean to 
the cause of Christ in this land to 
have Christian articles appearing 
week by week in the three hun- 
dred papers of the country, and to 
have in addition an effective 
system of follow-up backed by the 
organized churches and supported 
by the newspapers, the vision be- 
comes veritably immense. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


January issue of the 
Educational Review contains an 
editorial review by Dr. E. W. 
Wallace of the changes that have 
taken place in the Educational 
situation in China since the visit 
of the Burton Commission. “The 
burning questions of today,” says 


The 


Dr. Wallace, were scarcely con- 


sidered. Registration of Christian 


school& by the Government was 
not a “Sé@rious issue. Chinese 
leadership in Christian Education 
was so limited as to be almost 
negligible. The first tentative 


suggestion that religious educa- 


tion might be placed on a voluntary 
basis received scant attention, and 
that attention was almost entirely 
unfavorable.” During these diffi- 
cult years of strain and stress Dr. 
Wallace notes the emergence of 
three principles, which appear to 
him to be of value in securing a 
permanent place in China for 
Christian Education, and which he 
gives as his own convictions. 
These are: 


1. Christian Education must 
be an expression of the life of the 
Christian Community, directed, 
supported and patronized by it, 
and full responsibility for the 
policies of the Christian schools 
must be borne by the Church. 


2. Christian Education must 
find a place within the government 
system of education, loyally accept- 
ing all responsibilities involved 
and enjoying the privileges usually 
accorded private schools in a 
democratic educational system. 


3. Christian schools must at 
whatever cost maintain their 
Christian character, for that is the 
justification for their continued 
existence. That character, how- 
ever, does not depend upon the 
maintenance of any particular 
form or method of religious 
education, but rather upon the 
personal influence of Christian 
teachers and the general atmos- 
phere of the school, expressing 
itself in many and varied ways. 


Dr. Wallace does not minimize 


the difficulties facing those respon- 


sible for Christian schools in 
China and feels that it is possible 
that we have not yet struck bottom 
in these difficulties. At the same 
time the educational and religious 
issues at stake, appear to him to 
be becoming clearer, and he is 
convinced that, however difficult 
the road immediately ahead may 
be, we need have no fear “for the 
long future of Christian Educa- 
tion in China.” 


Christian Education in China 
generally and the China Christian 
Educational Association in par- 
ticular will sorely miss Dr. 
Wallace, especially at this time 
during which it is of such im- 
portance that the Christian schools 
should hold closely together and, 
in just so far as possible, streng- 
then one another in working for 
the attainment of those great 
objectives for which they were 
founded. 


It is vitally important that the 
Association be not weakened at 
this time through the failure of 
the missionary agencies to provide 
the necessary financial support to 
enable it to function effectively. 
The reduction of its budget by 
one-half, through the expiration 
of the large annual grant from the 
Institute of Social and Religious 
Research, New Vork, and the loss 
of its General Secretary, Dr. 
Wallace, with his support which 
was borne by his Mission, leave 
the finances of the Association in 
a serious condition, and this at a 
time when the need of the Chris- 
tian Churches and of Christian 
Educational Institutions in China 
for the kind of help the Associa- 
tion can render was never greater 
than.it is today. 


From all sides come warnings 
that the situation which the 
churches are facing in relation to 
the youth, who are receiving a 
higher education, is a serious one. 
In China, as elsewhere, partly for 
the Same reasons, partly for others, 
many even of the more earnest 
Christian students are not appeal- 
ed to by the present leadership in 
the churches. Many students who 
in college were active in Christian 
work, do not on graduation con- 
tinue to work in connection with 
the churches. It would appear as 
if increasing numbers of.students 
who graduate even from Theolog- 
ical Colleges were finding oppor- 
tunities of service in other occupa- 
tions than the Christian ministry. 


Professor George A. Coe, in his 
very searching recent book “What 
is Christian Education” seeks to 
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get at the root of the difficulty —a 


difficulty by no means confined to 


China—and to point a way out. 


He takes the plight of Protestant 
mission schools in the Orient, 
especially in China, as his starting 
point, and gives it as his belief 
“that the crisis which has been 
reached in these schools is due not 
primarily to external causes, but 
even more to inherent religious 
difficulties in the schools them- 
selves, deficiencies that have been 
there all along, but now are clear- 
ly exposed by the social changes 
and emergencies of the day.” 
These deficiencies he summarizes 
as “the lack of a genuine curri- 
culum in religion and of an in- 
clusive plan for the development 
of Christian character in the pu- 
pils; the lack of a definite Chris- 
tian policy in contact with non- 
Christian cultures; and the lack of, 
a clear consciousness of the irre- 
ducible minimum that Christian- 
ity must teach concerning the 
relations between men.“ 


THE CORRELATED PROGRAM FOR 
CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION 
IN CHINA 


By E. H. Cressy, Secrerary 
Council of Higher Education 


The (Protestant) Christian 
movement maintains some twenty 
odd institutions of college or 
university grade in China, with 
about 4,000 students. These 
institutions have a central organ- 
ization known as the Council of 
Higher Education, which is a part 
of the China Christian Educational 
Association. This Council was 
organized in 1924, and for the last 
four and a half years has been 
engaged in the fundamental task 
of the reorganization of Christian 
higher education so as to make it 
more Chinese, more Christian, and 
more efficient. 


It was felt that the first thing 
to be undertaken by the Council 
was the putting of the group of 
institutions as a whole on a solid 
basis as to organization, finance 
and relationships. For a number 


of years there had been a feeling 
that more institutions had been 
established than could be developed 
to positions of real strength. This 
had been emphasized by the China 
Christian Educational Commission 
in its report in 1922. 


At the meeting of the Council 
held the end of January, the Cor- 
related Program for Christian 
higher education in China was 
unanimously adopted. This Pro- 
gram provides for a unified plan 
for all Christian higher education 
throughout China, in which each 
institution has its definite place 
and, in addition, there are special 
responsibilities assigned to certain 
institutions or regions to provide 
for two graduate schools, three 
medical colleges, one main school 
of agriculture, a school of law, and 
various other special items. 


The object of this Program is 
not a large, immediate expansion 
of student body. In fact, the 
emphasis is rather the other way, 
institutions agreeing to limit their 
student body to certain allotments 
for a period of five years, most of 
which represent only moderate 
increases, and in at least one case, 
an actual decrease. 


This Program is to be used as a 
basis for securing funds to streng- 
then the institutions. In this the 
emphasis is being placed upon 
funds for current expense rather 
than plant and equipment, partic- 
ularly for the strengthening of 
Chinese faculties. While the 
amounts necessary for the total 
number of institutions come to a 
large aggregate, the Council feels 
itself unable to undertake to secure 
as large an amount as would be 
necessary to bring all of the insti- 
tutions concerned up to the stand- 
ard prescribed by the government, 
so that from this point of view the 
financial aspect of the Correlated 
Program is not as large as would 
appear necessary in the judgment 
of many. 


The Program is based upon ed- 
ucational standards. First, the 
Council has considered the relation 
of the individual institution to the 


Christian movement in its area, 
and the contribution which it can 
make to the welfare of China. 
They have also taken into account 
the present size and success of the 
institution. Upon these considera- 
tions a student body of standard 
and efficient size has been allocated 
to the institution. Only two of 
the colleges of arts and science will 
exceed 400 students. The first 
standard is that there should be 
one member of the teaching faculty 
to every twelve students. The 
second standard is that sixty per 
cent of the faculty should be in the 
two upper ranks, namely, profes- 
sor or associate professor, under 
the old ranking system. The 
third standard is that approxi- 
rnately sixty per cent or more of 
the total budget for educational 
purposes should be for instruc- 
tional salaries. Upon these and 
similar standards the Council has 
built, item by item, a Program to 
bring all of the institutions up to 
recognized standards as far as 
possible. 


The Program as now adopted is 
merely a recommendation from 
the Council, made up of represent- 
atives of all of the institutions, 
to the individual institutions and 
does not become official until it 
receives the official approval of 
boards of control of the various 
institutions concerned. They are 
asked to consider it from two 
points of view. First, the work 
of their own institution and accept- 
ance of the Program in so far as 
it affects their own. Second, the 
nation-wide program and the place 
of the individual institutions in it. 


The last three years and a half 
have been marked by a growing 
spirit of solidarity on the part of 
the Christian institutions. The 
work of the Council has been based 
upon exhaustive statistical studies 
so that the full facts with regard 
to each institution have been avail- 
able and each has been able to 
compare itself with all of the 
others, both as to the basis upon 
which it is operating at present 
and as to the increases requested 
and recommended. This has put 
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the whole matter on an objective 
basis and has contributed toward 
placing the discussions in the Coun- 
cil on a high plane. , 


In all of this the Council and its 
various committees have thought 
of Christian institutions as the 
servants of the Christian move- 
ment. Their purpose was defined 
by the Chinese Advisory Com- 
mittee as for the welfare of the 
Chinese people in general and the 
Christian movement in particular. 
The colleges feel that they have a 
responsibility for providing lead- 
ership, both clerical and lay, for 
the Christian movement, and seek 
earnestly to maintain their own 
Christian character and to be of 
the largest Christian service. 


GOVRNMENT REGULATIONS FOR 


PRIVATE SCHOOLS 


The China Christian Education- 
al Association has published in a 
special pamphlet the regulations 
for private schools promulgated 
by the Ministry of Education 
August 29, 1929. These are of 
great importance to all who are 
interested in Christian schools. 
One regulation is of special im- 
portance to Christians throughout 
the country, namely, Article 5, 
under Chapter I: A private 
school founded by a religious body 
is not permitted to give religion 
as a required subject, nor is 
religious propaganda permitted in 
the class instruction. If there are 
any religious exercises, students 
shall not be compelled or induced 

participate. No religious exer- 
cises shall be allowed in primary 


schools.“ 


We are given to understand that 
junior middle schools are included 
in this regulation, and that 
religious teaching and exercises on 
a voluntary basis may be con- 
ducted in senior middle schools 
and higher educational institu- 
tions, but not in the lower. 


In the chapter dealing with 
Boards of Directors, under the 
heading of Functions regarding 
school administration,“ it is stated: 


Article 12. The board shall 
elect a president, principal or dean 
to take full responsibility, free 
from any direct interference from 
the board. His recognition by 
the responsible educational author- 
ity shall be secured. In case of 
his failure in his duties, the board 
may, at any time, elect another 
person to take his place, and in 
case he is considered by the 


responsible educational authority 
as not qualified for his ition, 
the latter may also order the board 


to elect another person. If the 
other person elected is also not 
qualified or the board ceases to 
function on account of troubles, 
the responsible educational author- 
ity may, for the time being, appoint 
a person to be the president, 
principal or dean. 

“The principal or the person in 
charge of the middle school 
attached to the private university, 
independent college or profesional 
school or the primary school at- 
tached to the private school above 


the secondary grade shall be ap-! 


pointed by the president, principal 
or dean of the higher school. In 
case, however, under special con- 
ditions, there is a separate board 
of directors he shall be elected by 
the board.” 


“Article 19. Under special cir- 
cumstances foreigners may be 
members of the board of directors 
but they shall not be more than 
one-third of the total number. 
The head or chairman of the board 
of directors shall be a Chinese.” 


“Article 26. A private second- 
ary or primary school shall haye 
fulfilled the following conditions 
before making application for 
permission for establishment: 


A. Senior Middle School. 


A senior middle school shall 
have at least the initial and annual 
funds required by the following 
list, and it shall have at least two- 
thirds of the prescribed amount 
for the current budget of the first 
year. The standard of the list is 
that each course has three years 
and each year has two sections. 
In case there is only one section 


for each year, the annual budget 
may be one-third less the pre- 
scribed amount. In case two 
courses are established together 
or a course is established together 
with a junior middle school, the 
initial fund may be less than the 
amount required on the list upon 
the approval of the responsible 
educational authority. 

Initia’ 


Fund 


Annua 

Course Fuad 

General 
Building & 
Equipment 


$50,000 $30,000 


Normal 
Building & 


Equipment 


Agriculture 
Building 


Agricultural 
ground and its 
equipment—Other 
equipment 


50,000 


60.000 


Industry 
Building Work 
house & its equip- 
ment — Other 


equipment 80.000 


Commerce 
Building & 
Equipment 


Domestie Science 


Building & 
Equipment 


Note: 
annual fund for the first year shall 
be deposited in cash in a bank.” 


40,000 


20,000 
The initial fund and the 


40,000 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


Following are extracts from 
recommendations adopted at im- 
portant church meetings in view 
of recent Government regulations. 
The first were findings of the 
Special and enlarged Conference 
on Christian Education of the 
Board of Education of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Christ 
in China at Shanghai, February 
5-8, 1930, and adopted by the 
General Council of that church. 
There were present nine members 
of the Board of Education, ten 


Officially appointed mission repre- 
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sentatives of the cooperating 
Older Churches, three coopted 
members, and three _ ex-officio 


members, beside visitors, who con- 
tributed to the discussion. 


The Eastern Asia Central Con- 
ference of the ‘Methodist Epis- 
copal Church held at Nanking, 
February 24th to March 1, also 
adopted resolutions which are 
given below. 


horch of Christ ie China 
J. Government Regulations and 
Religious Education 
and Worship 


Inasmuch as principles funda- 
mental to Christian education are 
infringed by provisions as under- 
lined in the last two sentences of 
the following regulation: 


“A private school founded by a 
religious body is not permitted to 
give religion as a reqyired subject, 
nor is religious propagarida permitted 
in the class instruction. If there are 
any religious exercises, students shall 
not be compelled or induced to par- 
ticipate. No religious exercises shall 
be allowed in primary schools.“ 
(Article 5 of the Regulations for 

_ Private Schools, issued by the Ministry 
of Education, Aug. 29, 1929). 


And as the Ministry of Educa- 
tion interprets the first sentence 
of the above Article 5 as prohibit- 
ing voluntary religious instruction 
in junior middle schools as well 
as in primary schools; 


And as Chinese citizens have 
the right of petition to the Govern- 
ment for the modification of the 
said provision; 


We therefore request the General 
Council of our Church, as a 
church, either independently or 
cooperatively with other com- 
munions and Christian agencies, 
to petition the Government for 
the modification of the Regulation 
above stated. 


II. Petition to the Government 


It is recommended that in pre- 
paring the petition to be submitted 


to the Government, the following 
should be among the items includ- 
ed in the petition: 


1. To explain the purpose of 
Christian education. 


2. To state the contribution 
Christian education has made to 
China. 


3. To request the Government 
to modify the last two sentences of 
Article 5 as well as the inter- 
pretation riven by the Ministry on 
the first sentence, because 


(a) The principle of religious 
liberty is infringed, defining what is 
meant by religious liberty—individual 
and institutional, and religious equal- 
ity. 

(b) There is no interference with 
the liberty of pupils even though 
voluntary religious education be al- 


lowed. 


(e) At least voluntary religious 
education in every grade should be 
allowed because a large number of 
educationalists believe that religion 
has an essential place in education 
and that education will not be com- 
plete if it affords no place or oppor- 
tunity for the moral and spiritual 
value of religious education. 


(d) Private schools should have the 
right to include religion in curriculum 
and school activities in addition to 
Government required courses and 
activities, as an experiment. 


4. To request the Government 
to defer registration, because. 


(a) Many missions are planning to 
transfer the control of schools to the 
Church. 


(b) In case Christian schools are 
closed down, many children will 
suffer. 


5. To state the fact that Chris- 
tian schools are willing to assist 
the Government: 


(a) To improve Christian schools. 


(b) To prepare suitable text books 
in religious education. 


Ill. Registration 
It is recommended: 


1. That all attempts to secure 
registration for schools of a pri- 
mary or junior middie grade be 
suspended, except such of the 
latter as are run jointly with 
senior middle schools. 


2. That when the outcome of 
negotiations with the Government 
for the modification of the present 
regulation is clear, the question of 
revistration shall again be dis- 
cussed by the General Assembly 
and the Board of Education. 


3. The schools already regis- 
tered in the meantime shall not 
seek to annul their registration. 

lV. Principles of Christian 

Education 


It is recommended that the fol- 
lowing three principles be applied 
in the conduct of our Christian 
schools: 


1. We should observe the 
orders issued by the Ministry of 
Education as to the Functions of 
Education:“ 


(a) That the general education of 
our Church should be in harmony with 
the teachings of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, 
which emphasize (i) The importance 
of training the youth to be faithful, 
filial, sympathetic, loving, brave and 
peaceful citizens, (ii) the necessity of 
teaching the youth the art of living; 
and (iii) the significance of making 
every one contribute to the well-being 
of all. 


(b) That our normal schools should 
so function as to turn out teachers of 
the finest type, physically, morally and 
intellectually equipped for their task. 
It is highly desirable that normal 
schools should be more than a mere 
adjunct of our regular middle schools. 
If possible, we should have normal 
schools which have for their main 
objective the training of teachers for 
our rural schools, in case the Govern- 
ment regulations make it possible for 
us to continue such rural schools. 

(c) That our colleges and univer- 
sities should so function as to produce 

the best type of men to serve the state 
and society with professional spirit as 
well as professional knowledge. 


* 
a 
| 
6. 
| | 
j 
\ 
* 
— —ñ—ü— — — — — 


ing meeting of 


14 THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


2. Religious education, the end 
of which is the nurture of an 
informed faith in Jesus Christ and 
the dedication of a trained and 
obedient life to His service, should 
be permitted as voluntary courses 
in all grades of Christian schools. 


3. All grades of our Christian 
schools should have the freedom 
of religious exercises. 


V. Provision for Religious 
Education 


We strongly affirm our con— 
viction that religion has an essen- 
tial place in education, and that 


education will not be complete if 


it affords no place or opportunity 
for the moral and spiritual values 
of religious education. Whereas 
religious training and worship in 
any form is not permissible in 
junior middle and elementary 
schools under the existing Govern— 
ment regulations on education, it 
is therefore recommended, 


1. That we reaffirm our respon- 
sibility for the religious training 


of the children of our church mem- 


bership, and that we seek means 
to meet the religious needs of our 
children through the organization 
of week-day “schools” of religion, 
through instruction in Sunday 
“schools” and through the train- 
ing of Christian parents to pro- 
vide Christian nurture for their 
children in the home; 


2. That the General Assembly's 
Committee on Religious Educa- 
tion, which meets on March 3rd, 
1930, give careful consideration 
nd make adequate provision to 
meet these needs and submit their 
recommendations to the forthcom- 
the General 
Assembly in Canton in October. 


WI. Text-books on Religious 
Education 


We acknowledge the right of 
the Government’s Educational 
authorities to examine any text 
material that is to be taught in 
junior middle and elementary 
schools. 


It is therefore recommended 
that the General Assembly’s Com- 
mittee on Religious Education be 
requested to select a list of text 
books on religious education, and 
to submit this said list of text 
books to the General Assembly 
meeting in Canton, before the 
books are submitted to the Govern- 
ment for examination. 


V.. Efficiency of Christian 
Education 


1. In order to make our educa- 
tion more efficient hereafter, we 
should seek to have fewer schools 
in order that the quality may be 
improved. It is recommended 
(a) that we voluntarily close 
some of our poorer schools, and 
(b) that we concentrate our 
resources in money and teachers 
in providing schools of the best 


type. 


2. Where schools have been 
closed, the following activities 
might be carried on in their 
place: (a) Weekday schools of 
religion, and (b) promotion of 
community educational and social 
service activities. 


3. It is recommended that 
schools of junior middle and 
primary grades now controlled 
by the missions of the cooperating 
Older Churches be transferred to 
the control of the Church or some 
other approved Christian co— 
operating body. 


Vill. “Three-People Principles“ 


Recognizing that the “Three- 
People-Principles” are not contra- 
dictory to Christianity, it is recom- 
mended that our Christian schools 
of all grades should incorporate 
courses on the “Three-People 
Principles” into the regular cur- 
ricula and extra curricula activities. 


IX. Vocational Institutes 


We recommend that the General 
Council confer with the Govern- 
ment to discover to what extent it 
is possible to conduct long term 
vocational institutes, and what is 
permitted to be taught therein. 
If it is permissible to conduct such 


institutes, the General Council is 
requested to appoint a committee 
to consider and prepare a com- 
prehensive scheme for such pro- 
jects and submit the same to the 
forthcoming General Assembly for 


consideration. 


(Other resolutions called for an 
Educational Secretary, Synodical Boards 
of Education, Representation of Synod- 
ical Boards of Education in Synod 
meetings, Statistics, Training Men for 
Literature Work, and an Editorial 
Committee. The full findings may be 
secured on application from the Secre- 
tary of the General Council of the 
Church of Christ in China, Room 409, 
Missions Building, Shanghai). 


Methodist Episcopal Church 


The Committee on the State of 
the Church in taking up the 
subject of Religious Liberty in 
Christian Private Schools made 
the following recommendations 
which were adopted unanimously: 


1. That this Conference ap- 
point a special committee to pre- 
pare a petition to the Central 
Executive Committee of the Kuo 
Ming Tang and to the Ministry 
of Education, petitioning them to 
alter the regulations governing 
private registered schools so as to 
allow Primary and Junior Middle 
Schools to include religious in- 
struction as voluntary or elective 
subjects in their curricula, thus 
according with the Chinese Con- 
stitutional guarantee of religious 
liberty. 


2. That this Conference re- 
quest all our Annual Conferences, 
District Conferences, Churches 
and schools, to send similar 
petitions to the Ministry of 
Education and the Central 
Executive Committee of the Kuo 
Ming Tang. 


3. That this Conference request 
the National Christian Council 
(a) to send a similar petition to 
the Central Executive Committee 
of the Kuo Ming Tang and 
to the Ministry of Education, and 
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(b) ask the Council to request 
other ehurches to follow the same 
line of action. 


4. That in drawing up this 
petition, our committee, in so far 
as practical, act in cooperation 
with the Church of Christ in 
China. 


5. That a Central Committee 
be established in Nanking in con- 
nection with the National Chris- 
tion Council and other Christian 
bodies to handle the matter of 
presenting petitions. 


6. That we ask local churches 
to secure the cooperation of non- 
Christian friends in signing peti- 
tions framed in such manner as to 
indicate the fact that not only 
Christians but others favor the 
guaranteeing of religious liberty 
in this regard. , 


An additional motion was passed 
to the effect that during the 


interim before the Government . 


acts with regard to these petitions, 
church schools, whether registered 
or not, should continue the teaching 
of Scripture or religious subjects 
as electives in all grades, leaving 
it to the government to take the 
initiative in closing these schools 
if they insist, relying upon the 
constitutional provisions for re- 
ligious liberty as being supreme 
over local prohibitions. 


The Committee which was ap- 
pointed to work with others for 
the draughting and distribution 
of the petitions desired, was 
nominated and elected as follows: 
Bishops Wang Chih-ping, John 
Gowdy and Dr. R. Y. Lo. It was 
emphasized that quick action is 
greatly desired. 


“GLEANINGS FROM THE EDINBURGH 


HOUSE BULLETIN 
Mr. J. H. Oldham, Secretary of 
‘the Internationa! Missionary 


Council, is the recipient of the 
‘Honorary D. D. degree of the Uni- 
versity of Edinburgh. 


— 


Dr. Kenyon L. Butterfield, late 
President of the Michigan State 
College of Agriculture, and a Vice- 
President of the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, has started on his two 
years’ tour of investigation on the 
question of the development of 
missionary work in rural areas, 
which will include visits to India 
and Burma during this Winter 
and Spring, and to China begin- 
ning with the Autumn of 1930. 


Owing to the growth of coopera- 
tion in missionary work in Great 
Britain, Edinburgh House has 
now insufficient accommodation 
for the various activities centered 
there, and an anonymous donor 
has authorized the purchase of 4 
Eaton Gate as an addition to the 
existing offices. The building will 
be the property of the Conference 
of British Missionary Societies. 


In addition of the International 
Missionary Council and the Con- 
ference of British Missionary So- 
cieties, other organizations giving 
special 
activities are: the United Council 
for Missionary Education; the 
Press Bureau, which supplies 
missionary news to the home and 
foreign press; the Board of Study 
for the Preparation of Mission- 
aries: the International Review of 
Missions; and the new Interna- 
tional Committee on Christian 
Literature for Africa. 


The proposals made by the 
LM.C. at Williamstown in regard 
to the Social Study Bureau at 
Geneva were ratified by the Com- 
mittee and are now being laid 
before all the national bodies co- 
operating in the I.M.C. Steps are 
being taken both to raise the 
money needed apart from the reg- 
ular budget of the Council, and 
to secure the workers needed. 


Dr. John R. Mott has accepted 
an invitation from the Standing 
Committee of the Conference of 


selected groups of 


‘contemplated to 


attention to cooperative 


of liberty. 


British Missionary Societies to 
visit Great Britain in April and 
May, 1930, to confer with the 
Mission Boards and meet special! 

( laymen, U- 
niversity dons, students, younger 
clergy, ministers and others. The 
larger part of Dr. Mott’s time will 
be used in meeting with various 
Mission Boards for the purpose 
of conference with them concern- 
ing some of the larger problems 
which have recently emerged in 
the mission field, and in conferring 
with selected groups of laymen as 
to how the support of missionary 


work can be put on a broader 
basis. 


A residential conference for 
both men and women, probably 
about Easter of 1930, is being 
nte consider the 
missionary's relation to questions 
of social and moral hygiene. The 
conference would be under 
auspices of the Board of Study, 
but would have the advantage of 
the help of members of the British 
Social Hygiene Council and a few 
science experts. The support of 
the missionary societies is earnest- 
ly sought sq as to give their 
missionaries this opportunity of 
gaining help of the greatest value 
to themselves and their work, 


The refusal of the right of con- 
version to two Egyptian Moham- 
medan women has precipitated 
the whole issue of religious 
freedom.... Steps are being taken 
to secure that attention is called 
to this matter by a man of un- 
questioned public standing in such 
a way as to lead Egyptians to feel 
that the present attitude towards 
a change of religion in Egypt is 
utterly at variance with the claim 


of Egypt to be a country governed 


according to Western, standards 
It is widely felt 
amongst the missionaries in Egypt 
that progress can only be made by 
the Egyptians themselves moving 
in the direction of reform. 


the. 
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INTERNATIONAL PEACE THROUGH 
RELIGION 


The contribution of religion to- 
ward the establishment of world 
peace and the outlawry of war will 
be the main topic to be discussed 
at “The World Conference for In- 
ternational Peace through Re- 
ligion” which is being planned 
for 1931, and to which will be 
invited representatives of all the 
living religions of the world. The 
sole purpose of the conference will 
be to consider how the forces of 
religion in all nations can be mo- 
bilized in a concerted action 
against war and against the 
spirit of those things that make 
for war. 


In preparation for the Confer- 
ence, International Commissions 
have been appointed to study and 
report on the following questions: 


The influences in the world that 
make for war; the spiritual re- 
sources of mankind with which 
these influences can be met; the 
efforts made by various religious 
agencies and their adherents to 
further international and interra- 
cial understanding and peace; and 
methods by which these resources 
may be mobilized in the interest 


of peace. 


In addition to these Interna- 
tional Commissionas it is suggest- 
ed that Auxiliary Commissions be 
set up in Japan, China, India, and 
in such other countries as desire 
it. Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, Sec- 
retary of the World Alliance for 
International Friendship through 
the Churches and of the World 
Peace Union is also Secretary of 
the Business Committee which is 
making preparation for this 
World Conference. His head- 
quarters are at 70 Fifth Avenue, 
New York. It was through him 
that the Secretaries of the Council 
a few days ago were called on by 
an Indian Mohammedan, Dr. A. 
Yusef Ali, who on his way back 
to India from England is doing 
what he can in various countries 
to bring such Auxiliary Organiza- 


Shintoists and the officials of the 
Department of Edueation are tak- 
ing a great interest in the 
proposed conference. 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 


Dr. David Z. T. Yui, General 
Secretary of the National Com- 
mittee of the . M. C. A. writing 
not long ago of the Association in 
China, closed his report with the 
following statement: 


“In distinctively Religious work 
the trend is still downward. Un- 
less it is soon stopped, we shall 
find ourselves no longer a religious, 
but a social organization. Aside 
from a very few Associations, 
there is nothing in the Statistical 
Report of 1928 to show that the 
Movement as a whole senses the 
danger that threatens it. Will 


- Canton’s example lead to a gen- 


eral renewal of the Religious 
Emphasis in our work? The out- 
standing fact in connection with 
the secretarial staff is its shrink- 
age from earlier years, and 
frequent changes in leadership 
and personnel. The shrinkage 
seems to have been stopped, but 
there is as yet little evidence that 
this situation has been stabilized. 
In Membership matters, the most 
serious tendency is the apparent 
loss in interest in boys and our 
conviction as to their vital im- 
portance to our work. There are 
indications that forces are at work 
to remedy this situation. The 
Report shows a marked increase 
in men and boys in Voluntary 
Service. If we have gained a 
clearer understanding that the 
Association at its best js an 
organization of, for and by lay- 
men, much will have been gained. 
For the laymanization of our 
Movement will bring fresh forces 
into play, that will go far to lift 
us up to greater heights of 
effectiveness and service than we 
have ever attained in the past.” 


In the January issue of the 


tions into existence. We learn! China for Christ Bulletin, there 


that in Japan the Buddhists, 


appeared an article on the Five 


Year Movement written by Dr. 
C. V. Cheng. The article deals 
with some 21 questions and is 
written in the simplest form so 
that a person of very limited ed- 
ucation can read it without dif- 
ficulty. The article is to be printed 
also in a pamphlet form for 
distribution amongst Church mem- 
bers to explain what the Five 
Year Movement is and what it is 
aiming at. It is suggested that 
copies may be given to country 
workers to good advantage as the 
paper is written in a very read- 
able form. The following questions 
are dealt with in the article. 


What is the Five Year Move- 
ment; how was it started; in what 
position the Christian Church 
finds itself at the present time; 
why five and why double; why 
such a movement at all; do we 
need more organizations: does 
the Christian religion depend upon 
numbers: why seek for more 
Christians; with our limited Chris- 
tian forces, what shall we do 
when we have gained more 
Church members; what is the 
movement aiming at after all; 
what is meant by the term “pu 
tao? what is the content of 
“Evangelism”; does the word 
“Evangelism” give the flavor of 
exploitation? Has there been 
evangelistic work before the 
movement: after the five years, 
what; is not this kind of work the 
task of the preachers; what is the 
more important work we should 
aim at, intensive or extensive; 
how can we win others to 
Christ, when we ourselves are so 
spiritually weak; what are some 
of the chief points of emphasis 
for the immediate future; in what 
ways can one cooperate with and 
take part in the movement; where 


eto begin? 


Literacy Institute 
Arrangements have just been 


completed with the National As- 


sociation of the Mass Education 
Movement and the Kung Li Hui 


in the Paotingfu district for hold-. 


ing a Literacy Institute for Church 
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leaders at Tinghsien, Hopei, Those who attend the Tientsin „ e Characters 
April 24th to May 10th. The Institute should be Church leaders 9 Mark Luke 
National Association is centering of one of the following groups: 5 or more times 518 670 
its research work in Mass Eduea- 4 In charge of the evangelistic —7 — 8 — * — 


tion at Tinghsien where the Kung 


Li Hui has also continuously con- 


ducted a number of literacy classes 
in these six years. James Yen and 
other leaders of the National As- 


.. will conduct classes at 


the Institute on the technical side 
of Mass Education. Rev. Hugh 
Hubbard of Paotingfu and Miss 
Irma Highbaugh of Changli, and 
their colleagues will lead discus- 
sion groups on experiences and 
problems in the literacy work of 
the churches. Time will be given 
in visiting and studying a number 
of Mass Education classes. The 
problems of religious education 
and also production of suitable 
materials in connection with the 
Christian literacy movement will 
receive a great deal of attention 
at the Institute. 


The Kung Li Hui in Tinghsien 
will look after the entertainment 
of students to the Institute at its 
own building. The N.C.C. will 
provide their board, room and 
service for which there will be no 
charge. Churches and national 
organizations, in sending students 
to attend the Institute will provide 
them with travel. In case of 
necessity for some financial assist- 
ance to those who come to the In- 
stitute from a long distance, a 
subsidy up to a third of the travel 
(Srd class accommodations) may 
be arranged with the Council. 


Tinghsien (or Tingchow) is 
situated on the Peiping-Hankow 
railway line. Those from East 
and South China will best go on 
the TientsinPukow line and 
change to the Lunghai line at 
Hsuchowfu and also to the Peiping- 
Hankow line at Chengchow. An- 
other way, a little longer, is to go 
to Tientsin where one can take a 
bus to Paotingfu on the Peiping- 
Hankow line. Tinghsien is about 
two. hours south of Paoctingfu on 
the railroad. A third class rail- 


road ticket from Shanghai to 


Tinghsien is about $26. Those 
from East and South China can 


Start together from Shanghai. 


work of a station. 


b. In charge of the Five Year 
Movement of a station or 
mission. 


c. In charge of the literacy work 
of a station or more. 


d. In charge of the religious 
educational work of a station 
or more. 


e. Trainers and teachers of 
evangelists. 


f. Producers of simple literature 
for country folk. 


g. Secretaries or  superinten- 
dents of Christian work. 


To summarize, it is expected 
those attending the Institute will 
be in a position, on their return, 
to push literacy work or religious 


educational work throughout a 
wide area. 
Those churches and national 


organizations, which wish to send 
persons to the Institute, should 
write to Mr. F. L. Chang of the 
National Christian Council at 
their earliest convenience. In ad- 
dition, those in North China 
should also communicate their 
desire to Rev. H. W. Hubbard, 
Kung Li Hui, Paotingfu, Hopei. 


Thousand Character List 
Comparisons 


Quite a number of different 
selections have been made of 1000 
characters for use in connection 
with the Mass Education Move- 
ment and the literacy campaign in 
the Churches. The N.C.C. has 
been engaged in a comparative 
study of these lists and, through 
the courtesy of the Bible Societies, 
now has a man at work comparing 
these lists with the Gospels. Tak- 
ing the Y.M.C.A. lists of a thous- 
and characters so successfully 
used during the past five years 
by the Kung Li Hui in Hopei as 
a basis, the gospels of Mark and 
Luke have been studied with the 
following results: 


RA 


5 or more times in Y list 396 478 
Less than 5 times in Y list 300 288 
Total and common to Y list 696 766 
In Y list, not in 301 231 
Not in Y list 534 721 
Total Y list 997 — — 


The Famine Situation 


At the beginning of this yeer 
a fresh effort was made in 
America to raise money for famine 
relief in Northwest China. Un- 
daunted by the relatively small 
response of last vear and in the 
face of the report of the American 
Red Cross Commission, the China 
Famine Relief Committee in New 
York after consulting the Nation- 
al Christian Council by cable as 
to the conditions in famine areas, 
and as to the amount of monev 
private relief agencies could 
administer during the spring and 
summer of this year launched a 
campaign for two million gold 
dollars. It was hoped that this 
amount might be raised within 
three months. 


At the request of the New York 
Committee and to assist in the 
raising of funds an American Ad- 
visory Committee was appointed 
by the National Christian Council 
on behalf of the New York Com- 
mittee. The secretary of this 


committee is Mr. E. C. Lobenstine. 


It is proposed that relief be ad- 
ministered primarily through the 
China International Famine Relief 
Commission, Peiping, which has 
branch organizaztions in the 
affected areas, and is, of course, 
taking full advantage of the 
available missionary and church 
agencies in those areas. 


Through the courtesy of Mr. 
Sun Fo, Mr. John Earl Baker has 
been loaned on salary by the 
Chinese Government to the C.]. 
F.R.C. to act as director of that 
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Commission in administering such 
fund as the American Advisory 
Committee may be able to turn 
over to the Commission, or as the 
Commission may receive from 
other sources. Mr. Baker has had 
wide experience in previous 
famines in North China. He has 
just returned at Mr. Sun Fo's 
request to act as advisor to the 
Chinese Government in connection 
with the Government Railways. 


The China Inland Mission has 
also kindly agreed to release for 
famine work in Kansu Province, 
Mr. G. Findiay Andrew, an ex- 
perienced missionary, who was 
formerly a resident for sixteen 
years in Kansu. Mr. Andrew was 
in charge of the relief work done 


in Kansu Province after the great 
earthquake. 


The section of the country in 
which the famine is severest this 
year is in the Province of Shensi, 
East of Sianfu and in the Central 
part of Kansu. These regions 
were very bad last year. Poor 
crops last fall and poor prospects 
for spring crops this year mean 
continued distress. The China 
Inland Mission who have more 
workers in this area than any 
other body estimated that between 
one and two million people died of 
starvation this past year. After 
the famine came typhus which 
raged throughout the province, 
carrying off the weak, exhausted, 
famine victims by the thousand. 
This disease entered the houses 
of the rich as well as of the poor, 
and sléw whole families. As the 
summer advanced, dysentery broke 
out and took its share of victims. 


An unusually severe winter has 
wiped out hundreds of thousands 
of persons whose half-starved con- 
dition, lack of fuel and even of 
clothes, have prevented them from 
fighting the cold. 


The worst famine section is the 


river valley in Shensi. A year ago, 


the population was six million, of 
which two million died during 
1929, most of them from famine 


„Reprints. 


causes. It has been estimated 
that a further two million are 
doomed to die this year, unless 
relief can be given. 


There have been no crops in this 
area between the spring of 1927 


and a poor crop in the autumn of 
1929. | 


Coal costs $112 a ton and char- 
coal $190. Where food is obtain- 


able, it is more than ten times the 
normal price. 


The transportation of grain into 
Shensi offers enormous difficulties, 
yet there is no other way to save 
the lives of hundreds of thousands 
of people until summer and aut- 
umn harvests. 


The need is very creat and the 
workers are few. The strain upon 
them cannot be realized fully only 
by those who have lived through 
a famine of equal severity. 


The China Inland Mission lost 
last year through death by typhus 
fever in the famine area six of it's 
missionary staff and the Roman 
Catholic Mission even a larger 
number of it’s workers. 


There has thus far been received 
from New York G$175,000. Other 
amounts are being received by 
some of the missions and they are 
themselves administering some 
relief work. The National Chris- 
tian Council has received from 
sources in China and sent to the 
famine area Mexican $21,089.18. 
Money may be sent to the Treas- 
urer of the National Christian 
Council or to the American Advi- 
sory Committee. Such funds will 
be made available promptly for 
relief, the guiding principle of the 
American Advisory Committee be- 
ing that funds supplied be used in 
such a way as to save life during 
the present famine emergency by 
supplying as rapidly as possible 


food to the famine areas. 


NEW BOOKS RECEIVED 


The following Books in Chinese have been 
received from the Publishers for 
the N. C. C. Research Library 
(Dec. 1-24, 1929) 


“ERA N 

A Short History of Chris- 
tianity. Compiled by A. J. 
Garnier. Translated by Feng 
Shou Bing. C. L. S. 1929. 2nd ed. 
Rev. & enlarged. pp. 16, 529. 
Board, 65 cts. (better paper 
$1.00) 7% «x54. 


AM 
The Theory of Preaching 
(Based on Phelps) by W. M. 
Hayes, translated by Yu Han 
Ching. C.L.S. 1929. 6th ed. 
pp. 610. Paper, 20 cts. 714451. 


Fifty Two Sermon Outlines. 

By Z. K. Zia. With Introduction 

translated from J.R.P. Selater’s 

The Public Worship of God. 8rd 

Series. C.L.S. 1929. pp. 219. 
paper, 20 cts. 554 «4%. 


+R 

The Passion for Souls. By 

J. H. Jowett. Translated by 

Isaac Mason. C.L.S. 1929. 2nd 

ed. Mandarin, pp. 58. paper, 
10 cts. 74. «54. 


Common Questions Concern- 
ing Christianity. (Question Time 
in Hyde Park) By Rev. C. F. 
Rogers, translated by Hottinger 
S. C. Chan. C. L. S. 1929. 2nd 
ed. pp. 2, 78. Paper 20 ete. 
744 

"AR 

The Ethical Teaching of Jesus 
(“The Ethic of Jesus”) By 
James Stalker, translated by 
Dr. MacGillivray. C.L.S. 1929. 


IZrd ed. & rev. pp. 128. Paper, 
20 cts. 7½ «514. 


& 

The Lessons in the School of 
Christ. By A. F. Groesbeck, 
translated by A. J. Garnier, & 
Y. L. Chou. C.L.S. 1929. pp. 2 
238. Paper, 25 cts. 5. 
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A Study of John’s Gospel. 
By Rollin H. Walker, translated 
by W. P. Chen. C.L. S. 1929. 

pp. 117. 20 cts. paper, 7½ 454. 


A Short Psychology of Re- 
ligion. By G. J. Jordan trans- 
lated by Z. K. Zia. C. L. S. 1929. 
pp. 78. Paper, 20 cts. 7445. 


PRA 
The Children’s Paul. By J. R. 
Stevenson, translated by Madge 
D. Mateer. C.L.S. 1929. pp. 116, 
li. Paper, 20 cts. 74 45 


The Opium Problem In China. 
By R. Y. Lo. Mission Book Co. 
1929. pp. 4, 360. Paper, 50 cts. 
7445. 


Christian Solutions to Some 
Intellectual Problem. By K. IL. 
Pao. C. L. S. 1929. pp. 122. 
Paper, 10 cts. 74x44. 


A BARK 

The Ever-Living Christ. By 
Nu Tao Pao, C.L.S. 1929. 29 pp. 
Paper, 05, 614 x41. 


aR 
Bambi: A Life in the Woods. 
By Felix Salten. By permission 
of the Paul Zsolnay Verlag, 
Vienna, translated by 8. . 
Chang & M. E. Pyle. C. L. S. 1920. 
pp. 2, 350. Paper, 50 cts. 


RRAKAHH ZX 
A Short Study of Civics and 
Sociology. By Z. K. Zia. C.L.S. 
1929. pp. 4, 287. Paper, 35 cts. 


71 


The ‘Disciples’ Prayer. By 
Frank Johnson, translated by 
Ku Te Ping, C.L.S. 1929. pp. 68. 
Paper, 15 cts. 74% «54. 


BRM 
Group Leaders Boy Char- 


acter. By Gregg, A. J. trans- 
tated by Chen His, Ming C.L.S. 
1929. pp. 4, 7124 5. 
Paper, 40 cts. 
*Reprinte 


N N & 

The Attitude of Jesus Toward 
Woman (How Jesus Changed 
the World for Woman) By M. 
Madeline Southard, translated 
by Martha E. Pyle & C. S. TSai. 
C. L. S. 1929. pp. 152. Paper, 
20 cts. 45. 


KA 
A Primer on Islam and the 
Spiritual Needs of the Moham- 
medans of China. By Isaac 
Mason. C.L.S. 1929. pp. 82. 
Paper, 20 cts. 744 


The Mother's Sacrifice (Yao 
Ma), Based upon Katie, by 
Margart Deland. Adapted by 
Pan Wai Nyoen. C.L.S. 1929. 
pp. 94. Paper, 20 cts. 74, «54. 


Preaching by Correspondence. 
By Rev. G. Y. Chen. C.L.S. 1929. 
pp. 147. Paper, 20 cts. 744 «54. 


The Lady or the Tiger and 
Other Stories. Edited by Z. K. 
Zia. C. L. S. 1929. pp. 76. Paper, 
10 cts. 7445. 


The Other Wise Man and 
Other Christmas Stories. Edited 
by Z. K. Zia. C. L. S. 1929. pp. 58. 
Paper, 10 cts. 744 5. 


KHER & 

Tomas Alva Edison—His 
Struggle. Based upon George S. 
Bryan. Adapted by Z. K. Zia. 
C.L.S. 1929. pp. 39, Paper, 
10 cts. 74451. 


XE WRA 

John Bunyan. Adapted from 
Gwilym O. Griffith. By Katharine 
R. Green, translated by Z. K. 
Zia & W. C. Chen. C.L.S. 1929. 
pp. 30. Paper, 10 cts. 74x54. 


Labour Problems in China. 
By Chen Ta. Commercial Press, 
1929. pp. 2, 5, 626. Cloth, bt be 


98. 


＋ ＋ 


Gospel Thousand Characters. 
R. T. S. 1929. pp. 106. 714 x65. 


Jan. 1-8, 1930 


Talks on the Lord’s, Prayer. 
By Rev. Chen Chin-yung. C.L.S. 
1930. pp. 2, 86. 10 cts. paper, 
744514. 


X 
Instructions on the Christian 
Church Before Confirmation. By 
W. P. Roberts. Published by 
Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui, 
1925. 58 pp. 10 cts. paper, 
712951. 


The Origin and Growth of 
the Hebrew Religion. By Henry 
Thatcher Fowler, translated by 
M. H. Throop. Published by 
1925. pp. 135 25 cts. paper, 


74x54. 


The Apostolic Fathers. Trans- 
lated by M. H. Troop. Published 
by 1918. pp. 4, 127. 20 ets. 


paper, 7½ 45K. 


* 
Instructions Before Baptism. 
By Warren A. Seager. Publish- 
ed by C.H.S.K., 1925. pp. 43. 
paper, 10 cts. 714 K 5K. 


A Lear of Bible Lessons: A 
Method and Material For Those 
Teaching Children or Adult 
Beginners. By Miss A. G. 
Bowden Smith. Published by 
C.H.S.K.H. 1928. pp. 4, 270. 
50 cts. 72 454. 


The Minister and His Parish. 
By John W. Nichols. Published 
—4 C. H. S. K. H. 1921. pp. 2, 156. 
25 cts. paper, 74254. 


National Salvation. By Hua- 
jen P'u Published by C. H. S. K. H. 
1922. 3rd. ed. . 03 pp. 25 paper, 
7 4X5. 
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Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui 
Prayers for Special Occasions. 
Published by C. H. S. K. H. 1928. 
pp. 16. 5 cts. paper, 712454. 


A Manual of Christian Doc- 
trine. By William Croswell 
Doane & Walker Gwynne. Trans- 
lated by the Rev. J. Lambert 
Rees. Rev. by Rev. J. Jackson, 
1908. Rev. J. W. Nichols, 1925. 
Published by 1926. Vol. I. & II. 


40 cts. paper, 8x5\%4. 


The Pastor's Pattern. By. 
Y. V. Tsu. Published by C. 
K. H. 1921. pp. 2, 71. 15 cts. 
paper, 7% 45 


Preparation for Confirmation. 
By Canon F. B. Macnutt, trans- 
lated by T. Gaunt. Published by 
C. H. K. S. H. 1924. 3rd. ed. 60 pp. 


10 cts. paper, 74254. 


A Simple Introduction to the 
Practice of Meditation. By 
F. M. E. Published by C.HL.S. 
K. H. 1926, pp. 14 2 cts. paper, 
594 


Jan. 9-13, 1930 


X 
The Christian Family: Illus- 
trated Lessons for Little Chil- 
dren at Home. By L. S. Ham- 
mond. Published by C. H. S. K. H. 
1926. 56 pp. illus. 20 cts. paper, 
7% 5. 


Why Christians Observe the 
Lord’s Day. By Archdeacon 
W. S. Moule. Published by C.H. 
S. K. H. 1924. 3rd. ed. pp. 10. 


2 cts. paper, 742 «5%. 


A Simple Introduction to the 

Old Testament. By Mrs. F. R. 
Graves. Published by C. H. S. K. H. 
1922. pp. 36. 5 cts. paper, 
7 x5 4. 


KE 
Sunday Lessons with Brief 
Introductions. Translated by 


W. P. Roberts. Published C. H. 
S. K. H. by 1927. pp. 199. tables. 
50 cts. paper, 744 «5, 


MN 
Four Dialogues on Evolution, 
Morality and Religion, By P. M. 
Scott. Published by C. H. S. K. H. 
1921. 2nd. ed. pp. 32. 10 cts. 
paper, 742 5. 


The Troubles of the Righ- 
teous: Being the Book of Job. 
By L. B. Ridgely. Published by 


C.. S. K: H. 1922. 110 pp. 10 cts. 


paper, 5 4x4. 


Events of Holy Week. By F.“. 
Norris. Published by C. H. S. K.. 
single sheet. 


N Z AH 

Christian Faith. By D. T. 
Huntington. Published by C. H. 
S. K. H. 1923. pp. 16. paper, 3 cts. 
69.4 


Scripture Treasures: Sixty 
Excellent Sermons. By Wang 
Ping Ji. Published by C. H.. 
K. H. 1921. pp. 172. 30 cts. 


paper, 74 45K. 


The Nestorian Tablet at Sian 
Shensi. By P’an Shen. Published 
by C.H.S.K.H. 1926. pp. 29. 
20 cts. paper, 106. 


RAKE 
The Liturgy of the C.H.S.K.H. 

By L. B. Ridgely, by T'sen 
Tsung-Hen. Published by C.H. 
S. K. H. 1927 pp. 112. 50 cts. 


paper, 96. 


The Teaching of the Church’s 
Year. By 
Scott. Translated 2 8. 
Pakenham Walsh. Pu lished by 
C. H. S. K. H. 1919. 2nd. ed. pp. 52. 
15 cts. paper, 814 x6. 


Preachers’ Experiences: Vol. 
IV. By D. Y. Yang [utheran 
Board of Publication Hankow, 
1929. pp. 66. 15 cts. paper, 
74x54. 


Reality: A New Correlation 
of Science and Religion. By 
Burnett Hillman Streeter. Trans- 
lated by Sing Siu Chuen. 
Association Press, 1929. pp 9, 
384. $1.00 paper, 9x6. 


Rey t& 
Skirmishes: A Group of 
Original Short Stories. By 


Katharine R. Green. Trans- 
lated by the Staff of the Nu To 
Pao. C. L. S. 1929. pp. 93. 20 cts. 


paper, 7144x514. 


AB 
Biography of Mary Lyon. By 
Miss Katharine R. Green. 
Translated by Mrs. Chu Sih Ji- 
lung. C.L.S. 1929. PP. 79. 10 eta. 
774 5. 


NM NN K & 
The Attitude of Jesus Toward 
Woman. By M. Madeline 
Southard. Translated by Pyle, 
Martha E. & C. S. Tsai. C. L. S. 
1929. pp. 152. aod cts. paper, 
76 


Developing Personality In 
Boys. By W. R. Boorman. 
Translated by Chester S. Mia, 
& H. L. Yui. C. L. S. 1930. pp. 7, 6, 
298. 50 cts. paper, 7X5. 


AAR 
Everyman and Christianity: 
A Working Creed. By E. S. 
Waterhouse. Translated by F. P. 
Fu & F. R. Millican. C. L. S. 1930. 


pp. 113. 15 cts. paper, 69 K 5. 
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BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER’S . 
BURDENS 
Intercession for China 
(1f found toe long, one or more sections may be used) 


Let us pray for the people of 
China, an ancient and great peo- 
ple, gifted, lovers of learning, a 
people honoring father and 
mother whose days have been 
Jong in their land, a people strong 
and patient, industrious and 
thrifty, peace loving, yet now 
plunged into strife, dwelling in a 
land vast and rich, a land of 
mountains and plains and great 
rivers, of villages and cities, a 
land of rich promise— 


That Thou wouldest speedily 
give to the people peace and a 
stable government, 


We beseech Thee. 


That Thou wouldest prosper al 
efforts to suppress militarism and 
stamp out brigandage. 


We beseech Thee. 


That Thou wouldest enable the 


people to cleanse their public life 
from bribery and corruption, 


We beseech Thee. 


That their rulers may rule 
righteously in the interests of the 
people, 

We beseech Thee. 


That Thou wouldest strengthen 
the hands of those who try to rid 
country of opium smoking and 
other evils, 


We beseech Thee. 


That, with internal peace, suc- 
cessful efforts may be made to 
control rivers and prevent floods 
and famine, 


We beseech Thee. 


That in the interests of the 
people improved methods of agri- 
¢ulture and improved means of 
‘transport may be introduced, 


We beseech Thee. 
That the railways may be 
developed and used for purposes 
of peace, 


We beseech Thee. 


That the great mineral wealth 
of the country may be secured by 
means less wasteful of human life, 
— — be used for good and not 

or ill, 


We beseech Thee. 


That China may be saved from 
the evils associated with indus- 
trialism in the West, 


We beseech Thee. 


That the rapidly growing indus- 
tries of China may so develop as 
to improve the conditions of life 
of the -workers and promote their 
true welfare, 


We beseech Thee. 


That proper protection may be 
afforded to women and children in 
industry, 


We beseech Thee. 


That due provision may be made 
for the health and welfare of all 
workers, 


We beseech Thee. 


That workers in dangerous 
trades may be adequately safe- 
guarded, 


We beseech Thee. 


That the influence of the schools 
which have sprung up all over 
the country may be for good, 


We beseech Thee. 


That the efforts being made to 
bring the written word within 
reach of the masses of the people 
may prosner, 


We beseech Thee. 


That the education of girls may 


be advanced, 
We beseech Thee. 


That Teachers’ Training Col- 
leges and Normal Schools may be 
under wise management, 


We beseech Thee. 


For students who study in far 
countries, that they may take 
what is good and reject what is 
evil, 


We beseech Thee. 


That they may not be alienated 
from their own people nor discard 
what is great in their heritage 
from the past, 


We beseech Thee. 


For returned students who find 
it hard to adapt themselves afresh 
to the old environment, 


We beseech Thee. 


For those who, with new hopes 
and ideas, meet with special 
eae of marriage and home 
ife 


We heseech Thee. 


For those who are tempted to 
lose their enthusiasm and ideals 
and to fall before the temptations 
of public life, 


We beseech Thee. 


For the old who deplore the 
present and extol the past, 


We beseech Thee. 


For the young who grasp the 
material and despise the spiritual, 


We bescech Thee. 


For the patient millions who 
dumbly accept whatever life 
brings, 


We beseech Thee. 


Let us pray for China in her 
relation to foreign Powers. 


Give to Great Britain and the 
United States, France and Japan, 
the spirit @f justice and true 
neighborliness in their relation 
to China, 


We beseech Thee. 


Take from these nations the 
desire to grasp territory or to 
make profit out of China’s weak- 
ness and misfortune, 


We beseech Thee. 


Give to those who honest] 
to help China in this her 2 of 
adversity wisdom to help wisely, 
not imposing Western methods but 
working in accordance with the 
true genius of the Chinese people, 
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We beseech Thee. 


In all trade relationships grant 
both to the Chinese and to the 
foreigner integrity and honor, 


We beseech Thee. 


Grant that in the competition 
for the trade of China nothing 
may be done to injure the Chinese 


people, 
We beseech Thee. 


Restrain those who would grow 
rich by the sale of narcotic drugs 
or other harmful goods, 


We beseech Thee. 


Let us pray for the Chinese 
Church and for all other Christian 
agencies working in China. 


That Thou wouldest build up 
the Church in China making it 
truly Chinese and a true part of 
the Church Universal, able to 
meet to the full the spiritual needs 


of the people, 
We beseech Thee. * 


” Raise up Chinese leaders full of 
the Holy Ghost and of power, 


We beseech Thee. 


Give to the pastors ever deepen- 
ing spiritual experience and love 


for their people, 
We beseech Thee. 


Give to pastors and members 
alike burning zeal for the spread 
of the Faith and forgetfulness of 
self in Thy service, : 


We beseech Thee. 
In love, in good works, and im 


| holiness of life may the Christians 


be true witnesses to Christ, 
We beseech Thee. 


Guide and prosper every move- 
ment toward self-government in 
the Church, 


We beseech Thee. 


Give a spirit of independence 
and self-sacrifice that the Church 
may quickly cease to need foreign 


We beseech Thee. 


Prosper the newly organized 
Home Missionary Societies that 
each may be wisely governed and 
generously supported, and that 
through them the Gospel may be 
preached to millions who have not 
vet been reached, 


We beseech Thee. 


Accept our praises for the prog- 
ress already made, especially for 
the work of the National Christian 
Council, 


We beseech Thee. 


Grant that the Council may 
draw together in the bond of true 


fellowship Christians of every 
school of thought, and that no 
misunderstanding, no suspicion 


one of another, no misdirected 
zeal, may hinder its work, 


We beseech Thee. 


May the secretaries and officers 
of the Council be filled with the 
spirit of wisdom and understand- 
ing, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge 
and true godliness, 


We beseech Thee. 


Let us pray for the medical 
profession in China. 


Raise up in China a medical 
profession skilled to heal, coura- 
geous to combat disease and the 
Sin and ignorance which breed 
disease, untiring in service, self- 
devoted, 


We beseech Thee. 


May the Medical Schools have 
fine leadership, all needful equip- 
ment and eager students, 


We beseech Thee. 


Through the labor and devotion 
of missionary doctors and nurses 
reveal to the people of China the 
love and the power of the Great 
Physician, 


We beseech Thee. 


To those who tend the lepers or 
who face death in fighting plague, 
cholera, or other deadly scourge, 
fulfil the promise made to those 
who, for Thy sake, lose their life, 


We beseech Thee. 


Give to those who serve the 
blind, the deaf, the dumb, the 
feeble-minded or insane, the pa- 
tience of Christ, 


We beseech Thee. 


Let us pray for all engaged in 
educational and literary work in 
China. 


Inspire and direct all who write 
or translate books, grant funds 
for printing, and give to those 
who distribute tact and enter- 
prise, 


We beseech Thee. 


Continue Thy blessing upon the 
work of the Bible Societies, and 
grant that the entrance of Thy 
Word may give light, 


We beseech Thee. 


To those who plan the extension 
and co-ordination of missionary. 
education give farsighted wisdom, 


We beseech Thee. 


To all who teach, in schools or 
colleges, give skill in adaptation 
that they may present the wisdom 
of the West without causing loss 
to those who are heirs to the 
wisdom of the East, 


We beseech Thee. 


From the schools and calleges. 
raise up men and women who, in 
their turn, may be leaders of the 
Church in the work of the minis- 
try, in education and in the 
national life, 
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We beseech Thee. 


Prosper the Young Men’s and 
Young Women’s Christian Asso- 
ciations in their campaigns for 
health education, their hostels and 
clubs, their work for schoolboys 
and schoolgirls, making them in all 
that affects the young the true 
servants of the Churches, 


We beseech Thee. 


Help those who direct the 
Language Schools for Missionaries 
to make the year of study a time 
of deep spiritual preparation for 
the future; give to those who 
teach skill to perfect methods, and 
send out all who study equipped 
to enter with understanding into 
the thoughts of the people whom 


they serve, 
We beseech Thee. 


— 


Bless all public-spirited efforts 
for Mass Education, that the eyes 
of those who are as if blind because 
of illiteracy may be opened to the 
knowledge and inspiration acces- 
sible through reading, | 


We beseech Thee. 


*Bless those who are seeking to 
provide in simple language such 
books and tracts and other read- 
ing as will stimulate in the newly 
literate the desire to read and 
build them up in religious faith, 
hope and love, and in all useful 


knowledge, 
We beseech Thee. 


Let us pray for foreigners in 


China. 


Holy Father, we commend to 
Thee all foreigners in China. May 
their presence be a blessing to the 
land in which they dwell. May 


they seek in all things the good of 


her, people, living among them 
lives honorable and upright, pure, 
self- controlled, peaceable and cour- 
teous. Many there be who know 
Thee not or who reject Thee. In 
Thy mercy do not Thou reject 
them but in love seek them, and 
seeking find, and finding bring 
home to Thyself. Many know 
and serve Thee but are downcast 
or tempted, to these grant the 
sustaining sense of Thy nearness. 
The sick, the lonely, the sorrow- 
ful, do Thou comfort, the per- 
plexed do Thou enlighten, the 
tempted do Thou succor, those 
in danger do Thou protect, the 
dying do Thou receive into life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


6 
Let us give thanks 


For this ancient and great 
people, 


For the wisdom of their sages, 
For their filial piety, 
We thank Thee, good Lord. 


For their respect for learning 
and their ancient culture, 


For their treasures of architec- 
ture and of art, 


For their vision of a Great God 
of Heaven, giver of prosperity 
and fruitful seasons, 


We thank Thee, good Lord, 


For the labors of evangelists, 
translators, teachers, preachers, 


For the birth of a Christian 
Church, 


For the blood of the martyrs, 
We thank Thee, good Lord. 


For the rich promise of Chinese 
leadership, 


For the vision of the City of 
God into which all nations shall 
bring their treasure, 


We thank Thee, good Lord. 


O God, Who are so great that 
Thou knowest by name each one 
of the unnumbered millions of 
this land, by Whose hand they are 
fed and sustained in life, by 
Whose decree they die and pass 
into the unseen, be Thou to each 
suffering, struggling human heart 
according to its need, satisfy each 
hungry soul with Thy goodness. 


O God, Who sittest upon the 
circle of the earth, to Whom the 
nations are but as a drop in a 
bucket or the uncounted dust of 
the balance, mould the destinies of 
the Chinese people, make them the 
instrument of peace and not of 
war, of good and not of evil, of 
truth and not of error. To this 
people who for ages have wor- 
shipped afar the God of Heaven, 
high and lifted up, not to be 
approached by common men, 
reveal Thyself in Thy glorious 
majesty, surpassing all human 
imaginings, and in Thy love so 
condescending that the lowliest 
may address Thee as “Our 


Father.” 
The Lord’s Prayer. 


(From “The Abiding Presence, 


and other Meditations and Inter- 


cessions,” London, Student Chris- 


tian Movement, 32 Russell Square, 
W. C. 1, 1928. Paragraphs 
starred* are added in China in 
view of recent developments in 
Mass Education. This Litany 
has been reprinted in pamphlet 
form, pocket size, and is available 
on application). 
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